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We are sorry to be unable to respond to the many 
calls made upon us to look up or to purchase par- 
ticular books, or papers, or concert exercises, for our 
correspondents. It may seem a slight matter in any 
one case; but calls of this kind are so numerous that 
to give all of them attention would make it impossi- 
ble for us to go on with the essential work of editing 
our paper. 


A little girl saw hanging in her Sunday-school 
room this text on an illuminated card: ‘“ Let us not 
be weary in well-doing; for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.’’ She caught the idea of its 
teaching, and in attempting to repeat it at her home 
she gave a somewhat free rendering in this form: 
“Don’t you get tired in doing good: for if you don’t 
faint away, by and by you'll get your pay.” The 
truth as she put it is worth bearing in mind. 

As another indication of the growing popularity of 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, our Business Manager in- 
forms us that the edition of 100,000 copies printed 
for the current quarter has proved inadequate to the 
demand, and that he has already found it necessary 





to largely increase that edition; moreover, that not 
above one hundred copies of the entire number have 
been used for gratuitous circulation in specimen 
copies and the like. 


Good Bishop Janes once said, “‘ A minister's ser- 
mons ought to be so preached that the children will 
understand them. Then if the parents can’t under- 
stand them, they must take the consequences.” He 
also said that on one occasion a prominent doctor of 
divinity declared that he didn’t propose to come 
down to the children in his preaching; he didn’t 
think he was called to do that.” ‘No, Doctor,” 
said the Bishop, “you need not. We'll excuse you, 
and all others like you. Only we plain men of com- 
mon sense should preach to children.” 

As only one lesson is selected from the Book of 
Jonah, in the International series, it seems desirable 
to give fuller notes and comments in connection with 
that lesson than we ordinarily supply in a single 
number. Hence we largely devote our literary 
pages this week to the theme of lesson study. The 
admirable treatment of the whole story of Jonah by 
Chancellor Crosby, the elaborate discussion of the 
varied interpretations of the Book of Jonah by Pro- 
fessor Tayler Lewis, and the practical application of 
the truths of the inspired narrative, in the sermon by 
Mr. Twichell, will, we are sure, be welcome additions 
to the usual full notes by our regular lesson writers. 


According to popular rumor, the President of 
the United States wished to keep his dinner-table 
free from intoxicating drinks, while entertaining the 
Grand Duke Alexis; but the Secretury of State 
informed him that it would be an act of inter- 
national discourtesy to withhold from a foreigner 
that on which he could get drunk if he wanted to. 
This is certainly a new phase of the foreign question. 
If our President cannot shut from his table that 
which he deems objectionable while entertaining the 
representative of another nationality, then, of course, 
when the King of the Cannibal Islands has a state 
dinner given for him at the White House, a dish of 
broiled baby must be served to his liking, or we must 
be prepared for a long war, to defend the indepen- 
dence of American bills of fare. 

He who would teach children must study children. 
He must acquaint himself with their modes of 
thought and their manner of speech. Not only the 
scholars of his class in the Sunday-school, but other 
children, should be studied by whoever would become 
a good teacher. To study children wisely and 
thoroughly a man must be with them elsewhere than 
in Sunday-school. He must watch them in their 
plays. If he can play with them, so much the better. 
He must talk with them familiarly, and draw them 
out to talk with him. He must get them to tell 
him what they have read and heard and thought. 
He must question them and let them question him. 
If he does this, he will be surprised at the new les- 
sons he is learning continually. He will come to 
teach differently and to teach better. If He fails to 
study children, a man will not be a successful 
teacher of children, whatever else he may be able 
to do well. 


A popular clergyman in Philadelphia delivered a 
lecture on “ Fools.” The tickets to it read, “‘ Lecture 





on Fools. Admit One.’ There was a large attend- 
ance ; but, as is commonly the case with a good meet- 
ing, many who ought to have been present stayed away. 
Among the men who might have been admitted on 
their merit we can name unhesitatingly the writer of 
a little work on “The Psychological Basis of Re- 
ligion, Considered from the Stand Point of Phre- 
nology,” a “Prize Essay,” published by 8. R. Wells 
& Co. A single sentence is sufficient to show the 
style and character of the entire work. Under the 
head of “Religion Fundamental in Human Organi- 
zation,” the author says: ‘This instinctive cognition 
of the dualism of our own natures, as subjective poten- 
tiality and objective organic phenomenon, is not only 
the source of our conception of cause as potential and 
of effect as phenomenal, but also penetrates to the 
very basis of volition; an act of volition being funda- 
mentally an act in which the mind conceives itself as 
causative potentiality, and organism as the means 
through which, as such, it produces a given effect.” 
Precisely! Pass in to the lecture. You don't need a 
ticket. 





Mr. Moody made an explicit statement, one day 
last week, at the Boston Tabernacle, in denial and 
refutation of the slanders concerning his money seek- 
ing and money getting, such as have been industri- 
ously circulated by The New York Ledger and other 
papers of that class) He showed that none of the 
money raised by public contribution, in any of the 
cities visited ‘by him, had been used by himself or 
Mr. Sankey, but that both had been fully provided 
for by friends, for their Master's sake. While the 
royalty on their hymn books amounted last year to 
$68,000, not one dollar of the amount came into the 
hands of Mr. Moody or Mr. Sankey. “If you want 
to attack me,” said Mr. Moody, “do not attack me 
there. I have weaknesses, but they are not in that 
direction. If I had come for money, it would have 
been in some other work.” Yet he wanted no credit 
for refusing to receive money from the general public 
for his evangelistic work. He only wanted the 
falsity of the charges on that score fairly exposed. 
“Now I don’t want any of you to go off and say 
that we preach for nothing,” he concluded; “ for we 
do not. We preach for souls, and the Lord takes 
care of us. I never have known what it is to want 
money in these eighteen years I have been at work 
for him. The Lord has taken good care of me, and - 
I have not known what it is to want.” 





HELPING CHILDREN TO CHRISTIAN 
DECISION. 


How to help children to the step of Christian de- 
cision is an important question with all who have a 
part in the training of the young. - 

The question is not, How to regenerate a child ; 
for only God can do that. Neither is it, How to con- 
vert a child; for if we use the term “ conversion”’ as 
synonymous with regeneration, we are speaking of 
that which is exclusively God’s work ; if, again, we 
speak of conversion as the turning of the mind to the 
truth, we know that that process is very simple ;— 
we are to show the child what is right, and influence 
him to see it as we do. But the helping of a child 
to the step of Christian decision, by which he accepts 
Jesus as his Saviour, submits himself to Jesus as his 
Lord and Master, believes, and trusts on Jesus as his 
Redeemer, and is ready to make open confession of 
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his faith in Christ, is a thing by itself. The neces- 
sity for it exists in every case where the child has 
not already clearly taken this important step, and 
shown by his conduct that he has done so intelli- 
gently and with heartiness. 

It is not fair for a teacher in the Sunday-school to 
look upon every scholar in his class who is not a 
member in full communion with the church as unre- 
generate. There are children who through the faith 
and faithfulness of their parents are so early the 
Lord's, that they intelligently trust Jesus as their 
Saviour before they are in the Sunday-school. They 
pray to him believingly. They rest on his promises. 
They prove their faith by their works; their love 
by their obedience. It is a wrong to them to say 
that they are yet unforgiven; that the Saviour whom 
they trust has not accepted them. The teacher who 
tells a child of this sort that he yet needs to be born 
anew, offends one of the little ones which believe in 
Jesus, and brings himself under condemnation. 

It is important therefore, to begin with, that a 
teacher knows enough about the state of his scholars 
to understand whether or not they may be fairly 
counted as disciples of Jesus; whether, indeed, they 
are to be addressed as impenitent and unforgiven 
sinners or as young Christians. To ascertain the 
truth on this point requires delicacy and discernment 
on the teacher’s part. He must question the child 
carefully. He must learn about his home surround- 
ings and teaching. He must study to know the 
child through and through. And he must ask and 
expect the wisdom which God is ready to bestow 
upon his representatives, to enable them to decide 
such a question wisely. 

If he is convinced that a child is not yet a believ- 
ing disciple of Jesus, the question recurs to the 
teacher,—How can I best help this child to the step 
of Christian decision? or, How can I help him to 
believe in Jesus as his Saviour, and to give evidence 
that his faith is living and potent? Such a question 
cannot be answered in a word, nor alike for every 
case. The best that can be said in reply to it, is in 
the line of a few practical suggestions. 

That God is ready to send his Holy Spirit to those 
who desire, either for themselves or for others, the 
transforming influence of the Holy Ghost, there ought 
not to be a doubt. Each Sunday-school teacher 
ought to believe that God is ready to regenerate 
any child for whom he has a special responsibility, 
and for whom he comes to God in faith-filled prayer. 
The teacher ought to expect his prayer to be 
answered, and his work to be effective, in behalf of 
such a scholar. Then he ought to bring that scholar 
up to the question of personal duty. If it isa ques- 
tion of repentance of sin, of abandonment of a par- 
ticular course of evil, of going to God in prayer for 
forgiveness, of coming out to make a public confes- 
sion of faith in Jesus,—whatever it is in the partic- 
ular case, the teacher ought to make it plain to the 
scholar, and look to see the duty performed. 

To bring a scholar to a prompt decision for the 
right, the teacher needs to see the scholar by himself. 
He cannot commonly talk with him freely in the class 
before others. On this account there is often a gain 
in a brief prayer or inquiry meeting at the close of 
the Sunday-school hour, when the teachers can talk 
individually and familiarly with those scholars who 
need to be helped to a Christian decision. Meetings 
of this sort are a regular thing in connection with 
many Sunday-schools, and they have been found pro- 
ductive of great good. Some teachers visit the homes 
of their scholars during the week for the express pur- 
pose of being alone with them in conversation and 
prayer about a decision for Christ. Other teachers 
invite their scholars to their homes for a similar pur- 
pose. The teacher's judgment as to the better plan 
in particular cases is ordinarily a safer guide than 
any arbitrary rule would prove. 

It is certainly not a good plan to stir the emotions 
of impenitent scholars by any earnest appeals, in the 
class or from the desk, without giving the scholars 
thus aroused an opportunity to decide at once for 
the right. If scholars are moved to strong feeling 





concerning their spiritual condition and needs, with- 
out being called on to take a stand at once at the 
post of duty, they are injured, rather than helped, 
through the involved strain upon their feelings. It 
is most unwise to be always calling on: the members 
of a class or a school to repent and to accept of prof- 
fered salvation, without giving to them at the time of 
the appeal any opportunity of showing that they are 
penitent, and that they are ready to give themselves 
to the loving Saviour’s service. 

In fact, a teacher ought to understand whether or 
not his scholars are Christians. For those who are 
not Christians he ought to look confidently for God’s 
grace by which they are induced to decide for the 
right. He ought to understand what the step of 
Christian decision involves in their case, and then to 
ask and expect and help them to take that step. 





NO CHRISTIAN WORK IN VAIN. 


Two incidents are recorded in the New Testament, 
which should encourage all earnest Christian laborers, 
who, either because they are conscious of having 
make mistakes, or because they see no fruit fol- 
lowing their sowing, are tempted to despair. The 
poor widow, when she cast her two mites into 
the treasury, contributed to maintain a corrupt reli- 
gion. Mary, when she broke the alabaster box, was 
criticised by the disciples, because she had uselessly 
expended a large sum which might have aided many 
poor. Viewed from the stand-point occupied by 
short-sighted men, each made a great mistake, 
and neither could have hoped largely to advance 
the interests of the kingdom of God. But see 
how the Master transforms even the mistakes of 
his consecrated people into the ministers of right- 
eousness. Can any other two acts, done by dis- 
ciples, match these two seeming mistakes, as ever- 
living forces in the church of God, for quickening 
self-sacrificing benevolence? Who may compute the 
blessed influence exerted during eighteen centuries 
by the stories of the two mites and the alabaster box ? 

Mistakes are the result of intellectual imperfection. 
All of us make them. But let us rejoice, not only 
that our Lord retains us in his service in spite of our 
errors, but that he also uses these errors as his own 
instruments. And this he does, not now and then, as 
an exceptional favor to his short-sighted disciples, but 
as the rule of his kingdom. It is the law of his ad- 
ministration. He chooses the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise. 

Only let those who read these words of encourage- 
ment be consecrated ;—only let them give their all, 
like the widow, and sacrifice their best, like Mary, 
and they need never despond about results. The 
omniscient Lord will use even their seeming errors to 
bless mankind. This was the conviction of the great 
Apostle Paul, else he never would have written this 
inspiring exhortation: “ Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 





STUDYING WITHOUT HELPS. 


It is a Very common thing to talk about studying 
the Bible without any human help to its understand- 
ing; but such a thing as that is really quite out of 
the question. No man studies the Bible without 
help from his fellows. And commonly it is he who 
rests most blindly on other people’s declarations of 
the meaning of Bible statements, who is loudest in 
the assertion that he wants no outside help in Bible 
study. 

Take, for example, the average American Sunday- 
school teacher of to-day. How does he know what 
the Bible says? He is familiar with only the English 
language. The Bible was not originally written in 
English. It has been translated out of the original 
Hebrew and Greek by fallible men. The average 
teacher takes it for granted that the men who gave 
us our popular translation rendered the original 
faithfully. If he studies into the matter a little 
further, he finds that there are differences of opinion 





concerning the meaning of many Hebrew and Greek 
words; and he is likely to get fresh light on the 
teachings of a doubtful passage by comparing one 
rendering with another. 

But even if a teacher uses only Webster's Diction- 
ary in his Bible study he employs a human help— 
and one of no mean value in causing one to under- 
stand the sense of his reading. It is a pity that 
teachers do not oftener refer toan English dictionary 
in their Bible study. We heard a colored preacher 
in North Carolina comment on the words, “Lo, I 
come!” as applied to our Saviour. ‘‘ Zow I come,” 
he said ; ‘“ do you hear dat, bred’ren? ‘Low I come,’ 
not ‘High I ccme.’ De Lord Jesus comes to de poor 
and de lowly.” That was asound statement of truth ; 
but it was not fairly based on that passage of Scrip- 
ture. A Webster's Dictionary—even if it isa human 
help to study—would have given light to that 
preacher on the meaning of some of the simpler Bible 
words. And there are obsolete terms in our English 
version which need explaining; references to Oriental 
manners and customs, which require a knowledge of 
the East and its people to make clear; involved 
statements which will not be understood by one who 
rejects all human help in their unfolding. 

It is true that to one who has only the Bible in 
his vernacular the way of salvation is made plain. 
He can learn from the Bible, in any version which 
he can read, that he is a sinner, and that Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour of all those who come unto God trust- 
fully in his name. But he cannot learn all that the 
Bible can teach him unless he has varied human 
helps to Bible study. He ought not to put any of 
these helps in the place of the Bible, or alongside of 
the Bible; but by using them wisely in his search 
for the fullest meaning of the sacred text he can gain 
in Scripture knowledge through their assistance. 
He ought not to take as necessarily conclusive what 
any one translator or commentator, or what any one 
school of commentators declares to be the meaning 
and intent of a Bible passage; but he ought to expect 
to be guided by the Holy Spirit in learning the truth 
through his personal study of the Scriptures in the 
light of the best helps available to him. 

The Bible text ought to be looked to first—and 
this with trustful prayer for the teachings of the 
Holy Ghost. Then should be sought the light of 
related Bible passages, on the text under considera- 
tion. After that, such helps as bring out the clear 
meaning of the words of that text should be examined, 
—such helps as a Bible dictionary and a purely 
critical commentary. Finally the suggestions of the 
choicest writers on the passage studied may be looked 
at with benefit. Human helps to Bible study are by 
no means to be despised. They ought to be kept in 
their subordinate place; but in that place they are 
of very great importance. 

It is not true that the best Bible students reject all 
human helps in Bible study. It is commonly those 
who study the Bible least, and who are readiest to 
accept what others say about it, who talk most of 
their studying the Bible exclusively. A gentleman 
called into Mr. Moody’s room, and found the evan- 
gelist at his work of Bible study with a number of 
commentaries at hand on his table. This greatly 
surprised the visitor. ‘‘What, Mr. Moody!” he 
said, ‘‘do you use commentaries?” ‘Of course I do,” 
was the answer. ‘Well, I’m sorry to know it. I 
thought you used no human helps in study. I am 
afraid I shan’t have as much interest hereafter in 
hearing you talk about the Bible.” “Did you ever 
like what I said in explaining the Bible?” asked Mr. 
Moody. “Oh yes! very much,” said the visitor. 
“Well, that was my commentary. So it seems you 
have liked commentaries.” It would certainly be 
poor policy to accept without hesitation what Dwight 
L. Moody, or Henry Varley, or Henry Moorhouse, 
says concerning the meaning of a Bible passage, and 
never look to sée what Matthew Henry, or Professor 
Lange, or Professor Tayler Lewis, or Dr. John Hall, 
or Dr. William M. Taylor, has to say on the same 
subject. But that is commonly the way with men 


who boast of rejecting human helps in Bible study. 
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THE DOOR OF HEAVEN. 
[Rev. 4: 1.] 
BY SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


To one who seeks with patience, 
To one who knocks with care, 
A door of heaven stands open 
Everywhere. 


In eyes by joy made perfect, 
In homes by love made fair, 
One finds the door of heaven 
Everywhere. 


In still and secret moments 
Of happy trust and prayer, 
The door of heaven is opened 
Everywhere, 


Come through the happy portal 
Thou that art waiting there! 
Thy door of heaven is open 
Everywhere! 





THE STORY OF JONAH. 


BY CHANCELLOR HOWARD CROSBY, D.D., LL.D. 


As you go north from Nazareth among those fair Gali- 
lean hills, at three miles’ distance, and about a mile before 
you reach Kefr Kenna, is the village of El Meshed, on a 
height at the left of the road. The tomb of the prophet 
Jonah is here shown at the place of his birth. This is the 
Gath-hepher of Scripture (2 Kings 14: 25). Jerome iden- 
tifies the spot. From the passage referred to, we may 
safely put the period of Jonah’s prophesying in the early 
part of the reign of Jeroboam II., when Israel, under the 
Jehu dynasty, had been brought low by its enemies, but 
was promised deliverance and renewed prosperity by the 
prophet. This was about B. C. 820. Supposing that Jonah 
exercised his office as prophet for forty years, we may put 
his journey to Nineveh in B. C. 780, when Shalmanezer III., 
a weak prince, was on the throne of Assyria. His prede- 
cessor had been a famous monarch, but a time of decline 
had ensued, and for thirty-five years Assyria was shorn of 
its glory. 

The great power of Nineveh had already made itself 
known to Israel. About B.C. 860, while Jehu was king. 
Shalmanezer II., had laid Israel under tribute, a record of 
which we find on the celebrated “black obelisk” of this 
king, where we also see a representation of a train o! 
Israelites bearing the tribute to the monarch. It is highly 
probable that Shalmanezer’s sovereignty at this time ex- 
tended also to Judah, and that the “establishing,” o1 
“ confirming.” of Amaziah as king of Judah (2 Chron. 25: 3; 
2 Kings 14: 5) has reference to this. Assyria’s name was. 
therefore, one that filled the Israelitish mind with awe. 
and a summons received by an Israelitish prophet to make 
the journey to the Assyrian capital and lift up a prophetic 
ery against it was likely to fill him with dismay. It was 
for an inhabitant of a despised tributary province t 
appear at the metropolis of the proud despot, who wa: 
accustomed only to adulation and flattery, and denounce 
against his palaces and fortresses the judgment of the 
Almighty. To the ordinary mind it was nothing else but 
certain death, and probably death by impaling, or some 
other cruel method so common in the old empires. 


Jonah was not destitute of faith in God, and his mind 
was not an ordinary mind. We cannot believe the mere 
fear of death in the Lord’s mission caused his flight from 
duty, and yet, as a man’s motives are strangely mixed, we 
may assume that this fear entered in as an element of his 
calculations. But there was another thought on Jonah’s 
mind. He knew that God was “gracious and merciful 
slow to anger and of great kindness, and repented him o! 
the evil” (ch. 4: 2), and he felt that his prophecy, if he 
should go and deliver it at Nineveh, might be cancelled by 
some act of God’s mercy. Such an issue would bring Jonal 
into disrepute, and perhaps equally endanger his life wit] 
his original prophesying. The truth is, Jonah, although : 
man of God, did not like God’s ways. He would hav 
mended them. 

So, when ordered to go north on the usual road tc 
Nineveh (a long journey of six hundred miles), he starts 
for the South, and, reaching the shipping port of Joppa, he 
pays his passage for the extreme limit of the commercial 
world, Tartessus (Tarshish), at the mouth of the Bactis 
(Guadalquivir) in Spain, beyond the Straits of Gibraltar. 
It was a strange act for a prophet of the Lord, and seemed 
to be suggested by the thought that, so far from the land 
of God’s chosen people, he would be free from the action of 
the divine impulse. His object, we are told, was “ to flee 
from the presence of the Lord.” The name Jonah 
means “a dove,” and he wished to fly away and be at rest, 
as David foolishly had wished (Psa. 55: 6), when he should 





have cast his burden upon the Lord for his sustentation 
(Psa. 55: 22). The way torest is ¢o God, and not from 
him. The ship on which Jonah took passage was doubt- 
less a Phoenician one, for at this period the Phoenicians 
had the carrying trade of the Mediterranean, and Tartessus 
was one of their most valuable, as well as most distant, 
colonies. The sailors were, therefore, idolaters, and in the 
storm which threatened the vessel’s destruction vigorously 
called each upon his favorite God, as the Italian sailors 
to-day would each invoke the aid of his patron saint. 


Jonah seems to have been a man of rugged character. 
He was not frightened at the tempest. While the regular 
seamen were in terror, and were throwing the cargo over- 
board for safety, the prophet was quietly sleeping in “ the 
back part of the cabin” (the literal rendering of yarkethei 
hassephinah). The Hebrew indicates that he went down 
to take his repose in the midst of the storm. That the 
sailors should wish Jonah to help in averting the supposed 
wrath of heaven by prayer to his God was natural, and 
does not imply that they had any personal regard for 
Jehovah. It was also in accordance with the superstition 
of all ages that they should suspect some one on board as 
the cause, through his sin, of their distress, and that they 
should cast lots to discover the guilty one. Lots do not 
always tell the truth, but God guided these. Jonah felt 
this, and so made a clean breast of it to the sailors, who 
were all the more alarmed when they knew that of a truth 
one who had disobeyed his God was among them. As he 
confessed his sin the dignity of the prophet appeared in 
him, and the rough seamen were awed before him, so that 
they asked counsel of the very man whom they would see 
punished as the guilty cause of their danger; and when the 
prophet rose above the man, and Jonah prescribed his own 
drowning, they refrained from the sad alternative and 
redoubled their efforts to reach the land. The increasing 
gale rebuked their leniency, and with earnest cries to 
Jonah’s God to lay no blame upon them, they lifted the 
consenting prophet and cast him into the wild billows. 
The calm that immediately followed impressed the Phoeni- 
cian mariners with a sense of the power of Israel’s Jehovah, 
and they immediately worshiped him in a service of 
thanksgiving. 

Thus far the narrative of Jonah runs smoothly to any 
mind that can take the stand-point of a revealing, nature- 
zuiding God. But when we come to the great fish swal- 
lowing Jonah and retaining him for three days, faith in 
many begins to stagger, and the devil seizes his opportu- 
nity and furthers the staggering. The eclipse of faith here 
is due to the use of a false standard regarding miracles. 
We wish to have the miracle have its lines in the direction 
of what is customary, and then it may multiply and 
exaggerate as much as it will; but when the whole thing 
from the beginning is novel, to which no distant analogy 
an be brought, we shrink from the statement. Even the 
raising from the dead we can believe, because so many 
have been restored from apparent death or from profound 

rances. All miracles of healing we can believe, because 
nen are healed every day. But to believe that a fish 
swallowed a man and made a house for him in his stomach 
or three days is to believe that which has no semblance 
in any known fact. Now, the use of this standard is an 
error. The true standard is the evidence. 

This miracle of the fish and Jonah is part of the canon of 

the Old Testament held always by the old church, and 
which was always set forth by our Lord to be revered and 
»beyed as God’s word, without any caution about excep- 
tions or mistakes. And furthermore, this special story of 
Jonah in the fish is selected by the Saviour for emphatic 
endorsal as an enacted type of his own three days’ hiding 
in death from the presence of men in order to allay the 
storm of vengeance raging against them, he bearing our 
sins as the guilty one. Still further, our Lord twice declares 
the truth of Jonah’s story (Matt. 12: 40; 16: 4), as if he 
iad in view the temptation which many would be sub- 
ected to regarding belief in the narrative. Now this testi 
nony isample. There could not be more for any historic 
act. Anything thus corroborated is easy to believe for a 
‘ight balanced mind. The miracle might be, however. 
lestitute of analogy or illustration, and we could believe 
t. It might be that Jonah swallowed the whale, and it 
would not be difficult to believe, if such evidence was 
furnished as our Lord’s unqualified testimony. If any ask 
of what benefit could such a miraculous event be, the 
answer is, in its record in God’s book for the instruction 
and encouragement of God’s people to the end of time. 

But after all, this miracle does have some illistration in 
nature. The “great fish” was probably a shark, two 
species of which voracious monster, the white shark (Car- 
charias vulgaris) and the basking shark (Selache maxima) 
reach the length of thirty-six or thirty-seven feet. Entire 
men have been found in the stomachs of these creatures. 
God’s sustentation of Jonah’s life in the shark’s stomach is 
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directly in the line of that miraculous activity which pre- 
serves life and heals disease. Tradition has marked the 
place of Jonah’s escape from the fish on the shore north “ 
Sidon, and not far south of the river Tamyras.* 





At Nineveh, Jonah’s preaching was received with won- 
derful humility by prince and people. They felt that a 
prophet was among them. Perhaps there was much in 
Jonah’s personal presence to command attention, respect, 
and confidence. This had been the case among the rude 
sailors on the ship, and is now the case in the refined city 
of the Assyrians. The work of Jonah in proclaiming God’s 
wrath against the wicked capital would occupy three days 
(so I take the expression “city of three days’ journey ”); 
but on the very first day the wholesome impression was 
made, perhaps the feeble state of the empire at this time 
contributing to make monarch and people susceptible, and 
a fast was instituted, and a time of general prayer to that 
God which even polytheistic Assyria acknowledged to be 
over all gods such as Asshur, Nin, Bel, Nebo, and the like. 


The impulsive prephet was wounded in his ‘self-love, 
when he found that God had accepted the penitence of 
Nineveh, and abstained from destroying it. It was as he 
had anticipated, and, as a spoiled child shakes his shoulders 
and pouts, so Jonah appears before God. With some faint 
hope that yet the city might be visited with some fierce 
ruin, and so (as he thought) his prophecy would not be 
wasted, he built a temporary shelter on the land side of 
Nineveh, away from the river Tigris, and watched events. 
There came an event far different from that which he 
desired. A gourd sprang up, and with a supernatural or 
intensified growth spread in one day over his habitation, 
and rendered it cool and comfortable. But the next day, 
through the action of a worm at its root, the gourd 
withered away. Then came a scorching wind like a 
khamsin, and a burning sun, and another fit of petulance 
on the part of the prophet. It was then that the Lord 
appeared and unfolded the lesson of the gourd, showing 
that the divine regard for men was much more important 
to God than Jonah’s regard for the gourd could be to him. 

The story of Jonah is thus a presentation : 

1. Of God as exhibiting his grace to those in every 
nation who fear him (Acts 10: 35). To Phoenicians and 
Assyrians he makes himself known. 

2. A teaching of the folly of attempting to dodge the 
divine commands. 

3. A rebuke to the short-sighted petulance of man. 

4. An exhibition of God’s controlling power over all 
nature. 

5. A witness of God's constant care of his own and his 
long-suffering toward their follies. 

6. A type of the salvation of our race by the self-immo- 
lation of one who for three days was hidden from the earth. 





*Since writing the above I have heard of the stranding of a huge 
fish on the shore near Sidon but a few weeks ago. It measures sixty 
feet in length. Our missionaries had gone down from Beirut to 
examine it and procure its skeleton for the Beirut College. One like 
this was stranded in the same neighlorhood in the last century. We 
may erelong have details 1 spoeiees this monster, and know its 
place in natural history.—H. C 





THE BOOK OF JONATIL 


BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D, 


This remarkable portion of the Bible has given rise to a 
vast deal of commentary. To repeat the names of the 
various critics, ancient and modern, rationalistic or evan- 
gelical, who have written upon it, with their various the- 
ories, would require space that cannot be occupied here. 
Besides, it would have too much the appearance of a use- 
less pedantry. There are ¢hree general views which must 
suggest themselves to every thoughtful person. 

First: It is a pure allegory, divinely designed as such, in 
which the action is subordinate to the setting forth of most 
important truth ; not surpassed in its purity and value by 
any that we find in the Old Testament. 

Second : It is a veritable history, to be taken as true in 
all its parts, like the narratives of Elijah and Elisha. 

Third: It is a legend, truth mixed with fiction. It has 
grown out of certain old shadowy facts, both of a heathen 
and of a Jewish character, and to these, additions have 
been made from time to time until we find it as we now 
have it, both in its biblical and classical form. 

In regard to the first, it may be maintained that there is 
nothing to disturb the most pious mind, or the most devout 
lover of the Scriptures. God employs, in his inspired book, 
almost every method of human rhetoric, whether it be plain 
narration of historical fact, or the language of devotion, or 
of ethical precepts presented in a poetical style, or pro- 
phetic rhapsody, or dramatic composition, (such as some 
find in the book of Job,) or philosophic musings, (as in 
Ecclesiastes, or the mystic epithalamium, or sacred bridal 
song,) such as has been given to us in the Book of Can- 
ticles. The last-menticned is also regarded by the best 
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divines and commentators as a sacred allegory, having, 
indeed, less regularity and method of composition, but 
being no less a method of presenting the richest interior 
truth, under an outward guise of narrative more or less 
plain. The same diversity exists in the New Testament, 
though not to such an extent. Our Saviour was fond of 
parables which are, strictly, shorter allegories. None of 
these, it is true, equal in extent the history of Jonah; but 
at the same time it should never be forgotten that Christ 
speaks of its principal act as foreshadowing symbolically 
the great event of his existence here. (See Matt. 12: 29-31.) 


It may be said that we have no right to regard a book 
of the Bible, or any portion of the Scriptures, as alle- 
gorical, unless intimations to that effect are given on the 
very face of the writings. Are there any such intimations 
here? It must be answered that there are seemingly such, 
though not very obvious. The style, as before remarked, is 
exceedingly plain and direct. The facts are marvellous 
indeed, but given to us with a life-like circumstantiality. 
The narrative of the gourd (Heb., a son of the night) that 
* orew up in a night, and perished in a night,” has some- 
thing of the air of allegory, though it may be regarded as 
a Hebrew idiom denoting exceeding frailty, and brevity of 
existence. 

There is, however, another thing which should have far 
more weight in our minds in deciding on this character of 
the book. An allegory may present a narrative more or 
less varied, more or less consistent, each part with itself; 
but it always presents some great idea, throwing the nar- 
rative part more or less into shade, whilst elevating such 
truth to a position which cannot escape the eye or the 
thought of the careless reader. Some would find this in the 
very conclusion. It seems to come out like the moral to an 
apologue, or the grand idea which gives meaning to the whole 
drama. The prophet’s petty petulance, his anger at the 
loss of the gourd, his manifest disappointment that the 
prophecy was not fulfilled, with all the death and doom it 
would have occasioned—all these traits of human deprav- 
ity are brought out in such glaring contrast with the over- 
flowing loving-kindness, tender mercy, and infinite com- 
passion of Jehovah our God, that the mind of the serious 
reader is carried away with the thought that here we have 
the nucleus, the heart, the very interior soul, of the whole 
composition. When did goodness, justice, and truth, 
joined with almighty power and divine condescension in 
dealing with human depravity, shine more gloriously than 
in the words: “ And Jehovah said, Didst thou have pity 
upon (didst thou spare) the gourd, for which thou didst 
never toil, which thou never madest to grow, which came 
up as a son of the night, and perished as a son of the 
night? and shall not I spare Nineveh, that great city, 
wherein are more than sixty thousand persons too young 
to discern between the right hand and the left?” 

In regard to the view of its being a veritable history we 
need nokmake many remarks. It has been held by the most 
learned and pious commentators, from the fathers and the 
reformers unto the present day. It seems confirmed by the 
words of our Saviour before referred to, although there is no 
inconsistency between thém and the idea of its being an 
allegory well known to the Jewish mind, and used, as we 
have evidence that it was used, with reference to the Mes- 
siah. It may be remarked, however, that this very fact of 
our Saviour’s usage should have shielded it from the foolish 
and (as we may say under the circumstances) most blas- 
* phemous witticisms of many who would be shocked at hav- 
ing the Christian title denied them, whilst, in their ignorance, 
or their folly, making so light of what our Saviour evidently 
esteemed his profoundest and holiest utterances—his dying 
sentiment, as it were. 

In regard to the ¢hird or legendary view, it has had a great 
charm for many critics for its show of learning, but it is full 
of inconsistencies, and utterly worthless for any elucidation 
of the Scriptures. Résenmuller is the chief patron of this 
idea. According to him, and others whom he quotes, the 
origin of it is to be found in the old fables of Arion riding 
on the dolphin, of Hercules swallowed by the sea monster, 
of Andromeda exposed to 4 similar danger and rescued by 
Perseus. It is difficult to see any relationship between these 
stories and that of Jonah, except the location of the neigh- 
boring sea, The name Joppa, or Jaffa, the port on the Medi- 
terranean, and near which Andromeda was exposed, has given 
some countenance to the last-mentioned of these legends as 
having something to do with the Bible narrative. But there 
is no need of going farther into this. The grand objection to 
it is the difference in style between such myths and the reg- 
ular, connected, and minute composition of Jonah. Legends 
grow. They grow wildly. The farther they extend them- 
selves, the more and more does al] purpose in their forma- 
tion disappear. This book of Jonah has a character directly 
opposite. Setting aside the supernatural in it, which so 
stumbles certain minds, all is natural and life-like. It has, 
moreover, a direct purpose, This is to be assumed, of 





course, if it is a true history. It is equally rational if we 
regard the book as an allegory. It may be said that in this 
latter view the great thought inculcated is even more obvi- 
ous than any other; and, as before remarked, our Saviour’s 
quotation of it would be equally just and apposite, besides 
conveying with that deeper symbolical idea of his own 
death, and burial in the interior of the earth. 

DIFFICULTIES IN THE LITERAL VIEW OF THE BOOK. 

These .are not to be shunned, but plainly and fairly 
stated. 

First : There is the improbability of a Jewish prophet 
having been at that time sent to Nineveh, “that great 
city,” so much superior in rank to Samaria. 

Second : The prophet’s strange conduct in fleeing from 
the Lord. This, however, altogether disappears when we 
form a right estimate of the perversity of human nature. 

Third : The ready reception of his message by king and 
people, and their quick and apparently sincere repentance. 

To these éhree the answer at once presents itself: that 
we know so little of the relative importance, morally and 
politically, of those early nations, that we can form but lit- 
tle of a reliable judgment about them in these respects. 
There is much to show that the Israelitish nation, at this 
time, and centuries before, had been regarded with a sort 
of awe by the surrounding nations, although some of them 
were much more powerful than itself. We see from the 
story of Baalam that there had prevailed throughout the 
Eastern world the idea of something remarkable, and of a 
supernatural character, connected with the history of this 
people. It might, therefore, very naturally be supposed 
that the very thought of such a messenger from such a land, 
and with such a message, would fall with terror upon their 
minds. Our Saviour says that the men of Nineveh “did 
repent at the preaching of Jonah,” and such words, uttered 
from that holy mouth, should be sufficient to stop all cavil, 
on the part of believers at least, as referring to the proba- 
bility of the event. As a holy man, speaking as never man 
spake, and with a penetrating wisdom that all acknowledge, 
he is a sufficient authority for us, at least in regard to the 
probabilities of human action. 

The fourth and greatest difficulty is the story of Jonah’s 
having been swallowed by the fish. Here the controversy 
has been particularly sharp. It has been, moreover, the 
theme of witticisms from the earliest days, and hence the 
minds of multitudes are in no proper condition for a true 
and sober examination of it. When we look at it, however, 
it is nothing more nor less than the old difficulty of the 
supernatural. When that is disposed of, it becomes a mere 
question of degree, which ought to affect no rational mind 
that receives as true the supernatural fact itself. The Lord 
did it; and, as usual in such cases, there was a mingling 
of the physical and the miraculous. We may regard this 
second part as all of the latter character; the swallowing 
by the fish and the surviving of Jonah in a condition so 
strange and apparently opposed to the functions of human 
life. In regard to the first we have the close argument of 
the learned Bochart in his “‘ Hierozoicon,” Vol. II., pp. 752, 
754: “There is a shark,” he tells us, “in the Mediterra- 
nean, which, in consequence of its enormous gullet, is capable 
of swallowing a man entire.” Other authorities, naturalists 
as well as theologians, state the same fact. In regard to 
the second we have only to refer it, as we said before, to the 
divine power that divided the waters of the Red Sea, that 
brought Christ again from the dead, who is the author of 
all life and knows in what way all life can be sustained 
To believe that he was the author of this remarkable sur- 
viving requires no more faith than is demanded by the other 
cases mentioned. The character of the event, in its outward 
form, the “fish story,” as some call it, and the various wit- 
ticisms that have been indulged, may have produced an 
effect ; but it is unworthy of minds claiming to be rational, 





THE JONAHS OF TO-DAY.* 


BY THE REV. JOSEPH H. TWICHELL. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying. 
Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preach- 
ing that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord.—Jonah 3: 1-3. 

The first time this order was given to Jonah, you know 
what followed. Instead of going to Nineveh, he went right 
the other way. Perhaps we are accustomed to view the 
prophet as making rather a contemptible figure on that 
occasion, but before we judge him we had better think a 
little upon the situation, and try to put ourselves in his 
place. This Nineveh was an immense foreign city. It was 
sixty miles in circumference, It was a city of vast wealth, 
full of pride and splendor. It swarmed with a population 
of idolaters whose religion but ministered to their lusts. 
The spirit of worldliness, pleasure-seeking, frivolity, de- 
bauchery, reigned through all ranks of society, from the 
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highest to the lowest. The fame of its magnitude, its mag- 
nificence, and its abominations was in all lands, and where 
the true God was known it was felt that Nineveh was given 
up to the power of darkness. The cup of its iniquity was 
almost full when the Lord spake to an humble Galilean 
prophet in these astounding words, “Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness is 
come up before me.” 

He heard, he paused to convince himself that he had 
heard aright, a vision of Nineveh rose before his agitated 
and bewildered mind, and he straightway turned his face 
and fled down to Joppa, and took ship, and sailed away for 
the uttermost parts of the sea, wishing to put the whole 
world between him and Nineveh as soon as possible, and I 
am about sure I should have done the same thing had I 
been Jonah. It was as if one of us had been bidden to enter 
alone into the city of Paris a year before its last great 
humiliation, and denounce against it the war for which it 
was ripening, except that ours would have been a far less 
perilous and hopeless mission. The thought of ‘going to 
Nineveh to cry against it froze the prophet’s heart with 
horror, and overwhelmed him with dismay. He felt that 
it would be going to a certain doom, that they would kill 
him as soon as he opened his mouth. And besides, what 
good would it do? Suppose he should have liberty to speak, 
what could come of it? What could he, single-handed, 
without a friend, without a particle of help or sympathy 
from any human source, effect toward the turning away of 
that mighty people from their sins? It were an utterly 
vain attempt. He did not believe it would be of any sort 
of use, and he had not a grain of courage for it. Ido not 
in the least wonder, I say, that he drew back from the work 
of assaulting with simply his individual voice and testimony 
that prodigious stronghold of wickedness. There was 
apparently no correspondence between the things to be 
opposed and the means by which he was instructed to 
oppose it. 

But we come now to another part of the story,—a sequel 
that will show how much sense and reasonableness there is 
in these quakings and doubts of ours and Jonah’s. How 
God dealt with him after his flight we all know. He was 
made ready by discipline to receive his orders, and God 
repeated them again to him. This time he heard with 
hearing ears. The experiences he had just passed through 
had taught him anew two great lessons. First: That there 
was no safety anywhere but that which God gave, and that 
in him and of him alone was safety, or, what is the same, 
salvation, always. Second: That power belonged unto 
God, that whoever was against him was weak, and that 
whoever was with him was strong—was in the majority 
through the whole world was on the other side. 

So when the former word came to him once more, “ Arise, 
go unto Nineveh,” he arose and went. It was a long jour- 
ney—hundreds of miles. But whether wearily toiling over 
the mountains of Palestine, or skirting the edge of the 
Syrian desert, or making his way among the strange peo- 
ples that dwelt beyond in the regions watered by the great 
rivers of the East, he neither turned back nor faltered; nor 
did the sight of the gorgeous capital itself, as it rose to view 
in the distance and disclosed its vastness and glory to the 
eyes of the traveler drawing nearer and nearer, move him 
from his purpose or rob his thoughts of confidence. He 
entered at one of the gates, he passed through the thronged 
streets, not one soul of all the multitudes he saw and whose 
busy murmur filled his ears knew him, or was known by 
him. Through markets, past temples and shrines and 
glittering palaces, the triumph of Assyrian art, he pressed 
his way to the very heart of the city, and there stood and 
proclaimed, “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown.” Day after day he stood and preached that terri- 
ble word of the Lord. If we have up to this point 
been disposed to disparage Jonah for his former panic, I 
think we must change to admiration now; for of a truth he 
makes a grandly heroic figure as he stands there in the 
midst of great Nineveh bold, fearless, keeping nothing back, 
reciting the crimes of that guilty generation, bringing into 
the light the hidden things of darkness, thundering the awful 
alarm and warping which God had put into his mouth, dar- 
ing, unafraid, intrepid, and so tremendously in earnest. 
Ah! the Jonah who at last went to Nineveh was a glorious 
man, a sublime man, a giant in moral stature, and should 
fully atone in our regard for all the defects of the Jonah who 
did not go at first, and who afterward exhibited human 
weakness. 

But what I would have you remark in this connection is 
not so much the appearance of Jonah as the effect he pro- 
duced. What a refutation of all the incredulous and scep- 
tical reasoninga about the futility, the absurdity, of such a 
mission with which we may suppose he excused himself for 
his previous refusal of it, did he soon witness! His word 
was with power, such power as it is certain he had not 
expected or dreamed of. The message of heaven spread like 
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wildfire from one end of the perishing city to the other. 
The heart of all Nineveh was smitten and melted with sud- 
den sorrow and distress, and the astonished prophet beheld 
the tokens of universal public repentance. From the king 
on his throne to the poorest of his subjects, all were clothed 
in sackcloth, all fasted, all mourned. Even the dumb 
beasts were made to partake the forms of humiliation. The 
judgment that was all ready to fall, the bolt that the hand 
of Almighty Justice was preparing to hurl, was averted; the 
chief city of Assyria having gone to the very edge of the 
abyss of ruin was reprieved, brought back to life again, 
given another chance; and all this was the fruit of the tes- 
timony of one solitary man, who simply took his stand as 
a servant of God and plainly uttered the truth. 

I see in the example before us an instance of the power 
and hopefulness under all circumstances of witnessing for 
the truth—an instance that will serve us well, I trust, as a 
reminder of our personal duty and as an illustration of the 
general subject of Christian Testimony. To my mind the 
eminent lesson of the story of Jonah is just this: Let him to 
whom God has made a truth known declare it, no matter 
what the application of it, no matter if he is the only one 
to speak. It is not in vain to do so, it is of great value to 
do so. Your individual testimony is of much importance, 
and-..ay be of the utmost immediate consequence. 

Men are all the while saying, “Truth is mighty and will 
prevail,” and making a motto of it, when really they do not 
half believe it, many of them. If they expressed their 
actual sentiment it would be, “Truth plus a multitude to 
back it, or favorable conditions of one kind or another, social 
or material, is mighty, and will prevail.” But of truth as 
a power because of its own nature, 7. e., because the human 
heart was created for it, of truth as a power when wielded 
by one against the many and in any conceivable situation, 
they have little opinion. They have even a contempt for 
truth that has nothing in the world to help it but a voice. 
“ Nothing but words,” they say. Yet we should not have 
to search history long or far to find out that the mighty thing 
in bringing to pass all great and worthy results has been 
and is the word of truth pure and simple. I do not think 
it too much to affirm that every extensive change for the 
better that has been achieved among the nations and com- 
munities of earth is traceable back to the testimony of some 
man as its original cause. At any rate this is true in very 
many cases, and conspicuously and notoriously true of the 
more modern. You may not be able to name the man, but 
can see that there was such a first champion of the finally 
triumphant idea. His witness was the “ grain of mustard- 
seed ”—the least of all seeds, but when grown, the greatest 
among herbs, and becometh a tree. The noblest, the most 
illustrious reforms, religious, political, social, have sprung 
up in this way, and are to spring up in this way hereafter. 
As American slavery died because long years ago, while still 
it was to sight impregnable, a few sons of faith were found to 
ery against it (I do not know who is worthy to be called the 
Jonah of that crusade), so must every intrenched wrong die 
of the voice of the prophet ; and any man to whom God gives 
an eye to see and a tongue to speak he calls to prophesy. 
I do not say that any one can be, as respects the elements of 
destruction that are working in his age, what Jonah was to 
Nineveh, but I do say that he can be in a measure, to some 
extent. If we cannot all be Wickliffes or Luthers, or 
promoted to the special office of martyrdom, we can be in our 
place and according to our opportunity, each one of us, true 
and faithful witnesses for that which is good and against 
that which is evil, and according to our use or disuse of 
this witnessing ability wil: be the account of our public 
effect. And there are many to me exceedingly weighty 
considerations, my brethren, that should animate us to stir 
up the gift of testimony that is in us, and defeat every objec- 
tion that would prevail with us to leave it unemployed. 

It is the fact that many of the confessed evils that are 
now in existence about us—in our country, im our com- 
munity, are at present working out dreadful miseries, and 
if unchecked, as perhaps they will be, are to issue in others 
still more deplorable, and we want our skirts clear of all 
responsibility for them. 

I do not envy those citizens of a city who, in times when 
their municipal government falls into the hands of evil 
men and the inevitable ills to the community follow, have 
to acknowledge to themselves that for twenty, thirty, forty 
years they have neglected to bestow any but the minimum 
of attention and care upon their public duties and the 
public interest—who must confess that so far as they are 
concerned the present disgrace has been permitted. They 
might not have been able to arrest or hinder it, but they 
could have had the satisfaction of feeling to-day that none 
of it is set down to their account. And so of the ravages 
of intemperance and of the curse that is generated by what 
are called sins against the family, and of other ills that are 
in one stage of development or another, and threaten to 
fulfill a horrible career. If they make their way and claim 
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their victims in our neighborhood, let it be in spite of our 
unequivocal testimony against them,—testimony given in 
the ear or on the house-top, in a manner suited to the sub- 
ject of it. 

Again, it is a fact that good causes that have been well 
started and might soon be carried on to their beneficial 
goal, sometimes meet reverses and delays and temporary 
failures: their enemies exult, and the hope they had in- 
spired is deferred. These are sad postponements, and 
multitudes of hearts are sickened by them, and multitudes 
of misfortunes prolonged; and this is something with 
which we do not wish to be in any degree chargeable. 
During any war, many an important position that was 
assaulted and almost taken, would have been quite taken 
if only a few soldiers, and possibly only ten, or two, or one, 
had been a little braver, had stood five minutes more, or 
even one minute more. Butas it was the charging column 
was rolled back, and there had to be another battle. Now 
this same thing in other forms is often happening on the 
fields on which the great religious, political, and social cam- 
paigns of the world are unceasingly waged; and oh, let not 
you or I, my brother, be the soldier that is wanting! 

Another fact that seems to me persuasive. We are all 
the while in the midst of the beginnings of things, both 
good and evil. The wrong that has just come into sight, 
the new phase of dissipation or untruthfulness, or what 
not, that to your observation now for the first time is 
revealed as a wrong, has in it future possibilities of damage 
that cannot be measured. Certain forms of dishonesty and 
injustice and falsehood that you perceive to be getting 
themselves established, are germs which, if undestroyed, 
may some day blossom out into great public catastrophies 
and convulsions,—Paris communes and such like. At any 
rate, the experience of the past shows that, in all proba- 
bility, a hundred years hence society will be reaping some 
doleful harvests of full corn in the ear, the springing blades 
of which are appearing in this our day. Therefore let us 
be accustomed always not to let the evils we see taking 
root here and there go unrebuked, but to cry against them. 
We know not how mighty the word in season which we 
speak may be. And so of the movements that are destined 
hereafter to work out grand deliverances from the present 
reigning powers of wrong and sin; some of them are un- 
doubtedly just now commencing, and your habit of taking 
sides openly against what you esteem bad, and for what 
you believe in, may be to-day identifying you with what 
shall ultimately prove one of the sublimest successes of 
righteousness ; or, it may be, i is possible your individual 
testimony will originate such a movement. Our times and 
our circumstances may seem to us ordinary, but the full- 
ness of time in God’s order—the time of the holy nativities 
that have been long waited for, have ever been to human 
view, and in their earthly aspects, ordinary. And this it is 
that to the reverent mind should redeem every life from 
insignificance. Everywhere the fountains of the future 
are springing up, and to each one, though a child, it is 
given to do much to determine whether the waters thereof 
that are yet to swell into great rivers, and flow, perhaps, 
through many lands, shall be sweet or bitter. It is of 
very great consequence, indeed, my friends, what we do 
and what we do not do, whether we speak or whether we 
are silent, whether we act or whether we wait. 

It is one of the happy articles of our Christian faith, that 
at last, after great conflicts have been endured and many 
changes passed through, the mighty truth will universally 
prevail,—that the whole world will be subdued to Christ. 
So that they who have been witnesses for the right from 
the beginning, shall then appear to have been conquerors. 
No matter when they lived, or who they were, or what 
their fate was, no matter how alone they stood, or how 
inadequate and useless their testimony seemed to prove, 
no matter if they died unheeded, no matter if the lie 
against which they cried slew them and triumphed, they 
will be found in that day crowned with all the honors of 
the great victory. Oh, let us remember this! There is no 
doubt about the final issue. As sure as God is God, the 
wrong is going to be defeated, the right is going to win. 
There is not an evil'that you see and disapprove that will 
not at last be rooted up. And if you fail for any reason to 
take part against it now, the hour will come when you 
will be ashamed that you forfeited the opportunity to do 
so. Every right idea and righteous cause that. you secretly 
applaud, yet do not openly profess and espouse, is bound 
to achieve its object; and what a pity it will be if when 
earth, or it may be heaven, is ringing with jubilee on 
account of it, you shall have to remember that when it 
most wanted you, you were wanting to it! 

My dear brethren, I have brought these things to your 
mind, not with the thought of exhorting you to a noisy 
life of clamor and wordy protest, or of suggesting that you 
are each one called to go forth into the field and seek a 
larger conflict than is offered to you in the ways of your 





common life. I have only desired to impress it upon you 
that there is nothing whatever that should keep you from 
always taking sides in such ways as you can against what- 
ever you feel to be evil, when you encounter it,—no false 
humility, no assumption of the uselessness of such a 
course, no doubts on the score of propriety, nothing what- 
ever. And each in his place and sphere has plenty of calls 
to prophesy. Your testimony is needed. There are dis- 
honesties in business, there are corruptions in politics, 
there are false and pernicious notions in society,—of pride, 
fashion, extravagance, etc.,—that must be witnessed 
against, not superciliously or with waspish asperity, but 
faithfully, seriously. Say of them, “They are wrong and 
will bring forth more wrong: they are forbidden, and the 
inevitable penalty of disobedience will sooner or later be 
the consequence of them. The unfruitful works of dark- 
ness are all about us and among us, my brethren,—so near 
to us, in fact, so mingled up with our life, that we are 
sorely tempted to hold our peace. But the command is, 
you remember, not only that we have no fellowship with 
them, but that rather we reprove them. It takes fortitude, 
it takes patience, it takes self-sacrifice, to be an unflinching 
witness for God, and a speaker of his truth in this world, 
whatever the place may be. But the reward is great. All 
this testifying of which I have spoken is part, and an 
essential part of that confession of Christ before men, the 
glorious end of which will be that he will confess us in the 
judgment before the Father and the holy angels. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——@—__. 


LESSONS ON THE DOOR-STEP. 


BY MARY P. HALE. 
THE COLORS OF SUNLIGHT. 


It was a beautiful piazza, entwined with climbing roses, 
where Ida and Janey had been sitting with Aunt May, 
looking upon the fine sunset scene which was there pre- 
sented, 

And now the sun had sunk beneath the western hills and 
left, oh, such beautiful colors behind!—crimson and gold 
and purple. The clouds were radiant with these rich hues, 
and the river reflected them from its smooth surface. 

“Why don’t we see these beautiful colors in the middle of 
the day,’ asked Ida, “instead of only morning and 
evening?” 

“You remember the prism which I showed you yester- 
day,” replied Aunt May, “and how many colors it showed 
you in the sunlight?” 

“O yes,” replied Ida; “and you said the prism separated 
the rays! so that we could see the different colors; but when 
all are blended together they look white.” . 

“And these colors would be on my hand, or on my dress, 
or on the wall, wherever the ray happened to shine,” said 
Janey. 

“In the same way, the air or atmosphere which is between 
us and the sun separates the rays of light and causes the 
colors to appear. But in the middle of the day the sun is 
higher in the heavens, and the air through which it shines 
is not dense enough to bend or refract the rays. At morn 
and in the evening, the air is more dense and separates the 
rays, so that we see their different colors.” 

“And see! they have tinted the forest on the hill-side, 
and the river, and the trees in the meadow,” said Ida. 

While they were gazing, Janey asked, “ What makes the 
rainbow, auntie?” 

“The rays of sunlight pass through the falling raindrops, 
which act as a prism to separate the colored rays and show 
each one distinct.” 

“Oh, that is why mother says ‘Run, look for a rainbow, 
for the sun is shining and rain falling at the same time,’” 
said Janey. ‘But sometimes I see a rainbow when the 
rain is not falling.” 

“That is when it is falling at some distance from you. 
There cannot be a rainbow without sunshine and rain at 
the same time. Do you know how many colors there are 
in a sunbeam, as seen in the rainbow or through a 
prism?” 

Janey tried to count—yellow, blue, red, green—but could 
not name all; neither could Ida. 

Then auntie said, “The colors in the order in which they 
are seen, when separated by prism or in the rainbow; are 
violet, indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, red; seven dis- 
tinct colors. Yet there are in reality but three primitive 
—or original—colors; all the rest being composed of a 
mingling of two others. Blue, yellow, and red are the 
originals. Violet or purple is formed of red and blue; 
indigo is only a dark blue; green is formed of blue and 
yellow; orange, of yellow and red,” 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
[Second Quarter, 1877.] 
6. May 6.—The Famine in Samaria. 2 Kings 7: 12-20 
7. May 13.—Jehu the King 2 Kings 10: 20-31 
8. May 20.—Jonah at Nineveh_--.-----..--------------- Jonah 3: 1-10 
9. May 27.—The Death of Elisha 2 Kings 13: 14-21 
June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos Amos 5: 1-15 
11, June 10.—The Promise of Revival Hosea 14: 1-9 


June 17.—The Captivity of Israel_.....--------- 2 Kings 17: 6-18 
June 24.—Review Lesson. 




















LESSON 8, SUNDAY, MAY 20, 1877. 
Title: JONAH AT NINEVEH. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Tue MEN or NINEVEH SHALL RISE IN JUDGMENT WITH 
THIS GENERATION, AND SHALL CONDEMN IT: BECAUSE THEY REPENTED AT THE 
PREACHING OF JONAS: AND BEHOLD A GREATER THAN JONAS IS HERE.— Matt. 
12: 41. 

Lesson Topic: Pardon to the Penitent. 


(1. Judgment Proclaimed, v. 1-4. 
Outline: { 2. Repentance Shown, v. 5-9. 
Mercy Granted, v. 10. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 14: Jonah 3: 1-10. Pardon to the penitent. 
Tuesday, May 15: Jonah 1: 1-17. Fleeing from the Lord. 
Wednesday. May 16: Jonah 2: 1-10. Prayer and deliverance. 
Thursday, May 17: Jonah 4: 1-11. Anger and rebuke. 
Friday, May 18: Isa. 57: 13-21. Promises to the penitent. 
Saturday, May 19: Matt. 3: 1-12. Baptism unto repentance. 
Sunday, May 20: Matt. 12: 38-45. A greater than Jonah. 


LESSON TEXT, 


{Jonah 3: 1-10.] 

1. And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, 
saying, 

2. Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it 
the preaching that I bid thee. 

3. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word 
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
days’ journey. 

4. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and 
he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown. 

5. So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least 
of them. 

6. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from 
his throne, and laid his robe from him, and covered Aim with sack- 
cloth, and sat in ashes. 

7. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let 
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not 
feed, nor drink water: 

8. But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and ery 
mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, 
and f¥om the violence that is in their hands. 

9. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

10. And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 
way ; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would 
do unto them; and he did i¢ not. 





BIBLE LIGITS. 


Jonah 3:1. The word of the Lord. And the word 
of the Lord came unto him [Elijah] saying. 1 Kings 18: 2, 8. 
The words of Jeremiah . . . to whom the word of the Lord came 
in the days of Josiah. Jer. 1: 1, 2. The word of the Lord came 
expressly unto Ezekiel the priest. Ezek. 1: 8——The word of 
the Lord that came unto Hosea. Hosea 1: 1. The word of the 
Lord that came to Joel. Joel 1: 1. The word of the Lord that 
came to Micah. Micah 1: 1. The word of the Lord which came 
unto Zephaniah. Zeph. 1: 1. In the second year of Darius . . . 
came the word of the Lord to Haggai. Hag. 1:1. In the eighth 
month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord 
unto Zechariah. Zech. 1: 1. The burden of the word of the 
Lord to Israel by Malachi. Mal. 1: 1. The prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 2 Pet. 1: 21. 

The second time. The word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah, the son of Amittai. Jonah 1: 1. Peter was grieved 
because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? 
John 21: 17. 


V.2. Preach unto it. Thou therefore gird up thy loins, 
and arise, and speak unto them all that Icommand thee. Jer. 1:17. 
And thou shalt speak my words unto them. Ezek. 2: 7. 
Hear the word of my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
Ezek. 3: 17. In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Matt. 3:1, 2. Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. Mark 16: 15. 


V.3. So Jonah arose, and went. And Abraham 
rove up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of 
his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for 
the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which 
God had told him. Gen. 22: 3-——A certain man had two sons; 
and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to.day in my vine- 



























































yard. He answered and said, I will not; but afterward he repented 
and went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he 
answered and said,I go, sir; and went not. Whether of them 


twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. 


Matt. 21: 28-31. 


vV.4. Yet forty days. When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is 
the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him. Deut. 
18: 22. In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the 
prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, came to him, and said unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die 
and not live. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into 
the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him saying, 
Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I 
have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day 
thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto 
thy days fifteen years. 2 Kings 20; 1, 4-6——At what instant I 
shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation, 
against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will 
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. Jer. 18: 7, 8. 

V.5. Believed God. He that feared the word of the 
Lord among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his 
cattle flee into the houses: and he that regarded not the word of 
the Lord left his servants and his cattle in the field. And the hail 
smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, 
both man and beast. Ex. 9: 20, 21, 25——The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: 
because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold a 
greater than Jonas is here. Matt. 12: 41. Wherefore, sirs, be 
of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was 
told me. Acts 27: 25. By faith Noah, being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house. Heb. 11: 7. 

Proclaimed a fast.——And Jehoshaphat feared, and set 
himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all 
Judah. 2 Chron. 20: 3. Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river of Ahava. Ezra 8: 21. They proclaimed a fast before the 
Lord to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came 
from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. Jer. 36: 9——Sanctify 
ye a fast, call a solemn assembly. Joel 1: 14. 


V.6. Covered him with sackcloth.— When Mordecai 
perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothés, and put on 






































sackcloth with ashes. Esther 4: 1. And he sat down among 
the ashes. Job 2: 8. I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes. Job 42:6 O daughter of my people, gird thee with 


sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes. Jer. 6: 26——They would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. Matt. 11: 21. 


V.8. Cry mightily unto God. Out of the depths have 
I cried unto thee, O Lord. Psa. 130: 1——Wherefore they cried 
unto the Lord. Jonah 1: 14. I cried by reason of mine afilic- 
tion unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried 
I, and thou heardest my voice. Jonah 2: 2. 


Turn every one from his evil way. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Isa. 55: 7. But i 
the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he 
shall surely live, he shall not die. Ezek. 18: 21. Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance. Matt. 3: 8. Repent ye 
therefore. and be converted. Acts 3: 19. 


V.9. Who can tell?——Who can tell whether God will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live? 2Sam. 12: 22——Whe 
knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind 
him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the Lord 
your God? Joel 2: 14. It may be that the Lord God of hosts 
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. Amos 5: 15. 

v.10. God saw their works.—Seest thou how Ahab 
humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his day. 
1 Kings 21: 29-——He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have 
sinned, and ‘perverted that which was right, and it profited me 
not; he will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life 
shall see the light. Job 33: 27, 28. And he arose, and came to 
his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him. Luke 15: 20. o 





























INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 

Of the twelve minor prophets, Jonah was probably the 
earliest in point of time. Certain prophecies of his, which 
were fulfilled in the days of Jeroboam II., are referred to in 
2 Kings 14: 25. Jesus also refers to him as a type of himself, 
and as an effective preacher, in Matt. 12: 39-41; Matt. 16:4; 
Luke 11: 29, 30. Tradition says Jonah was the son of the 
widow with whom Elijah lodged at Zarephath (1 Kings 18 : 12), 
and that it was he who was sent by Elisha to anoint Jehu 
(2 Kings 9 : 1). 

The chronology of the American Bible Society’s issues 
give the date of the work of Jonah in Nineveh, about 
862 B.C. This is in harmony with the traditions referred to 
above. By other chronologies, Jonah’s period is variously 
fixed from B. C. 856-780. His chief prophetic work appears 
to have been in the reigns of Joash and Jeroboam II., of israel. 
Shalmanezer III. was probably the sovereign in Nineveh 
when Jonah visited that city. 

Assyria, of which Nineveh was the capital, had pressed its 
conquests into the surrounding nations. The sin concerning 





which Jonah was to preach may have been some projected 
assault upon Israel. Of this, rather than of their general 
idolatry, the people repented. 


Nineveh stood on the east bank of the Tigris, opposite 


where the city of Mosul now stands, distant some six hundred 
miles northeast from Jerusalem. . 


For many matters concerning Jonah, in addition to the 


notes below, see the several articles in the literary depart- 
ment of this issue. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 


Unto Nineveh, that great city. It was at that time the 
greatest city in the known world. It exceeded Babylon in 
extent and in population, and according to the account here 
given of it, had more inhabitants than Rome in later times. 
We judge this from the number (sixty thousand) of infants 
that were then within its walls, and for whose sake the Lord 
spared the city. It had long been the seatof empire. In the 
prophecy of Nahum, third chapter, eleventh verse, it is said 
of Nineveh, ‘Thou shalt be hidden.” She has been hidden 
from the eyes of nations and from the knowledge of men. 
Centuries after the time of Jonah, Xenophon encamped near 
the place with a large army, without knowing anything 
about it, or making the least mention of it. For twenty-five 
hundred years has Nineveh lain buried beneath the earth, and 
it is only within a few years past that Layard and others 
have been digging her out from her subterranean darkness. 


And preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. The English 
word here, and the Hebrew word most closely corresponding 
to it, are nearly identical inetymology. In the one it is Kra; 
in our tongue (if the alphabetic system were followed) it would 
be Kri (cry); as in Isaiah 40: 6, “‘ The voice said cry, All flesh 
is grass,” etc. The second word (for preaching), even in the 
Hebrew spelling, must bé pronounced ri, precisely like our 
own. The whole would read, ‘Go unto Nineveh, that great 
city, and cry unto it the cry that I command thee.” 

An exceeding great city (v. 3). It is literally a city great 
unto God. This is a mode which the Hebrew writers, and, 
to some extent the Greek poets, have, of expressing something 
wonderfully and sublimely great, as the Psalmist says, “ the 
mountains of God,’ meaning very great mountains. So 
Homer speaks of the “ divine sea,” of the “divine fire,” apply- 
ing the epithet to anything great or mysterious, or which pro- 
duced the emotion of wonder. It means that Nineveh was a 
great city, even in the eyes of God, to whom earthly things 
are comparatively small. 


Three days’ journey. This means the time of encompassing 
the city, which was spread over a greater extent of ground 
than modern cities, even of the same population. 

A day's journey (v. 4). Jonah’s preaching circuit probably 
was on the walls, from which he could get the nearest access 
to the people generally. In this respect it reminds us of the 
melancholy prophet, mentioned by Josephus, who, day and 
night, made the round of the walls of Jerusalem, proclaiming 
the one word woe, to its inhabitants, and to himself. 


So the people of Nineveh believed God (v. 5). In respect to 
the credibility of this, I would refer to my comments given on 
another page, and to our Saviour’s declaration in Matt. 12: 41. 

Verses 6-8. The account that here follows is exceedingly 
impressive. The king divests himself of the royal robe, puts 
himself on a level with others, clothes himself w th sackcloth, 
and sits in the ashes. He commands a fast for man and beast, 
and a similar clothing for all the inhabitants. They readily 
comply with this royal decree. They cry aloud unto God, or 
with a strong voice (as the Hebrew has it), and “turn every 


one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands.” 


Verse 9. Literally, who knows God may return and repent 
him, and turn away from the heat of his anger, that we perish 
not. It is far more touching than though brought in by some 
introductory word, such as, “and they said,” etc. The word 
repent here, as applied to Deity, occurs in a number of 
places in the Bible, and has often been correctly explained as 
representing not a change in the purposes of God, regarded as 
conditional in respect to man, but the changed feeling, and 
changed relation toward God, produced by human repentance. 
This their repentance was the very purpose he had in view. 
It was most effectually accomplished. Morally and spiritually 
considered, a sublimer spectacle can hardly be imagined. A 
city robed in sackcloth, mourning for its sins, and turning 
away each man from his evil deeds—from the king on his 
throne to the beggar in the streets, all occupied with one 
thought, ‘‘ What shall we do to besaved?” Is this past belief? 
Is this unreal? What then, in this fallen, sinning and suffer- 
ing world, can we regard as real, or as more truly exhibiting 
whatever there is in man which may be called spiritual and 
holy. Why do not such scenes occur oftener? Why are they 
not witnessed in such cities as New York andChicago? Cer- 
tainly the wonder, and the incredibility—if we view them 
simply in their moral aspect—are all the greater on the ground 
of their rare occurrence or their total absence. We will be- 


lieve the book of Jonah as a most precious document until we 
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have testimony against it stronger than the internal evidence 
which pervades it, and the direct declaration of our Saviour. 

There is a prophet named Jonah, mentioned in 2 Kings 
14: 25. He lived in the reign of Jeroboam II., and prophe- 
sied that the ancient boundaries of the kingdom should be 
restored. There can be no doubt that the Jonah of the book 
of Jonah is the same person. He is called in both passages, 
Jonah, the son of Amittai. His place of residence is mentioned 
only in the first, where it is called Gath-hepher, which, from 
Joshua, we know to have been a city of the tribe of Zebulon. 
Some have thought he was called Jonah (the dove) from his 
timid disposition, but this is absurd. The prominent, natural 
trait in his character was an intense selfishness, very far from 
any idea which we attach to the word “dove,” or “dove-like.” 
Arabians regard the name ‘“ Amittai” as being that of his 
mother, though that would be unusual in respect to any of 
the prophets. The word means truth, and those who take this 
view would regard it asa prophetic or symbolical signification 
of the exact verity of his prophecy. In matters ef this kind, 
however, names are of the least importance. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


LESSONS FROM THE VERSES. 


Verse 1. (a.) God can always find servants to do his work. 
Elijah had been translated. Elisha was about to die. Now 
Jonah comes forward as their successor. He was a prophet 
both to Jews and Gentiles. He not only went to Nineveh 
with threatenings, but to Israel with promises. The Lord 
saw their great affliction, and sent him to predict the restora- 
tion of much that they had lost, as an encouragement for them 
to seek him (2 Kings 14: 25, 26), Thus God uses both threaten- 
ings and promises to lead us to repentance. So he sends his 
word by his servants. Let us pray that there may never fail 
among us asuccession of faithful preachers and teachers to 
whom with mighty power the word of the Lord shall come. 


(b.) With God nothing is impossible. ‘The second time” 
suggests the former time, with the miraculous storm and the 
great fish that swallowed the prophet. We need not be 
anxious to know what kind of fish it was, or how Jonah 
could live in its belly. The whole matter is miraculous. 
These were not events in the ordinary course of nature. It 
was quite easy for God, who made all things, to provide that 
a suitable fish should be at hand, and that Jonah should be 
preserved alive within it. They who recognize the special 
hand of God need not be anxious if they cannot explain how 
he performs what to us is strange. The servants of God are 
under the protection of one who is not the slave, but the Lord 
of nature and its laws. 


(c.) God's servants are men of like passions with other men. 
“The second time” suggests Jonah’s disobedience the first 
time. He gave way to selfish cowardice. He shrank from 
the fatigue of the journey, the unpleasantness of the errand, 
the anger his message might provoke, the peril it might cause, 
or the ridicule in case God should relent. The chosen servants 
of God are fallible men. While warning others, they need to 
watch for themselves. They need the prayers and gentle for- 
bearance of their fellow-servants. In places of special trust 
and special peril they are exposed to special temptation, and 
need special help. 

(d.) The forgiveness of God. We did not dismiss Jonah from 
his service because of his gross disobedience of orders. He 
knew that Jonah did really fear and honor God, and that it 
was under the influence of strong temptation that he had failed. 
He knew how true had been Jonah’s repentance, and that 
now, more humble and watchful, he was more fitted than ever 
to be his prophet. Human employers might dismiss such a ser- 
vant and never again restore to him their confidence. And the 
Christian church might never again recognize such a prophet. 
But God is more merciful than men. He forgives and he 
forgets. The penitent may say with Hezekiah, “Thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back.” There is no greater proof 
of entire forgiveness than to employ once more, in business of 
difficulty and importance, one who has betrayed a former 
trust. Thus Christ forgave Peter. The under-shepherd had 
slept when he should have watched; he betrayed his trust; 
dishonored by denying his master; exposed the flock to dan- 
ger and damage. Yethe wasfully pardoned. The best proof 
of this was restoration to Lis work and trust, ‘“ Feed my 
sheep.” Thus God forgave when ‘“ the word of the Lord came 
to Jonah the second time.” 


(e.) A useful warning to all servants of God. Let us watch 
against all temptation to unfaithfulness. The word of the 
Lord may only come to us the first time. He is not bound to 
speak twice. We may not live to receive a second commission. 
Let us then do God’s bidding whenever he speaks and while 
we have the opportunity, which may never come again. Let 
us seize the present hour, and do the work to which God now 
calls. The very same cannot recur. A day wasted is gone 
forever. But if God in mercy gives us another similar oppor- 
tunity, let us be the more careful not to let it slip. 


Verse 2. (a.) A great city has great interests and suygests 
solemn thoughts. One single soul has infinite value. In a great 





city there are many thousands gathered together. What | 


joys, griefs, anxieties, conflicts, hopes, and fears! What a 
struggle between light and darkness, life and death, for the 
possession of these souls! Shall they be lost or saved? They 
influence each other for good or evil. They may be moved in 
masses. Truth working in one heart may operate from that 
centre i numbersaround. There are special motives to work 
for God in great cities. Great dangers should prompt to great 
efforts. Persons who know that in a village every eye is on 
them feel secure from remark in a crowd, and are tempted to 
throw off restraint. Sinners are encouraged by numbers, and 
so wickedness is apt to run riot. The more need of Christian 
effort in places like to ‘‘ Nineveh, that great city.” 


(b.) God's servants must obey God's orders. ‘Preach the 
preaching that I bid thee.” Jonah would be reminded of 
his previous refusal to bear the message of God. He is now 
admonished to say exactly what God shall dictate. So with 
all preachers and teachers. Weare not to say what the world 
would like us to say ; or what a fashionable philosophy thinks 
reasonable; or what prudence suggests as easy and politic; or 
our own inventions for the sake of seeming original or pro- 
found; nor “smooth things” in order to attract and conciliate ; 
but, however much it may cause alienation or provoke anger, 
we are to preach the preaching that God bids us. 


Verse 3. (a.) An example of obedience. The journey was 
long, fatiguing, dangerous, and costly. The people were alien 
and hostile to Israel. They were idolatrous, violent, wicked. 
The threatening he had to deliver might fill them with fury, 
and he, a lonely, despised Israelite, would very likely fall a 
victim to their malice. But he did not now avoid the presence 
of God, or flee to Tarshish, but “arose and went according to 
the word of the Lord.” So let us ever with alacrity arise at 
at God’s bidding, and, whatever the difficulty and danger, do 
what he commands. Obedience is the only path of safety as 
well as of honor. 


(b.) The benefit of affliction. Jonah had been taught in the 
school of adversity. By the raging tempest, in the belly of 
the fish, when cast up on the lonely shore, he had been made 
to feel the folly and misery of disobedience. He was now 
ready to do whatever God commanded, if only he would speak 
a second time. He might say, “ Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now have I kept thy word. It was good for me 
that I was afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes.” The 
storm, the terror, the fish’s belly, were not joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless, afterwards they yielded the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. Let us, when the sorrow ceases, practice the 
lessons we learned while suffering, and not allow good seed 
watered by such showers to perish unfruitfully. 


Verse 4. (a.) Sin shall surely be punished. As with Sodom, 
so it would be with Nineveh. So it will be with all sin, if 
not in this world, in the next. ‘‘ Nineveh shall be overthrown,” 
and all the wicked shall perish. 

(b.) The long-suffering of God. “ Yet forty days.” Warning 
was given. There was space for repentance. There was a 
day of grace for Jerusalem. ‘“O that thou hadst known, in 
this thy day!” There is a day of grace for every sinner. 
That day may soon close in darkest night. “To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden net your hearts.” 


(c.) The most faithful warning is the truest kindness. To 
tell of the danger does not cause it, but gives opportunity to 
escape it. The cry of the hen to her chickens is in love to 
them, that under her wings they may hide from the cruel hawk. 
So God in mercy warns us against ourownsins. Thus Jesus, 
the most tender of all teachers, was the most terrible in 
threatenings against sin. 

(d.) Sinners cannot be sure of forty days’ respite. The city 
was to be spared forty days, but individuals in the city could 
not be sure of living so long. Some were dying while Jonah 
was preaching. If we were told “ You shall live just forty days 
and then die,” we should be anxious to prepare for that forty- 
first day. But we may die within forty hours, within forty 
seconds! How foolish it is for the unsaved to trifle with the 
message of God and put off repentance! Destruction is sure 
vo come at some time: it may come at any time! 

Verse 5. (a.) The great revival began with faith. “The 
people believed God.” It was not Jonah, but Jonah’s message 
about God. Evidently the work was “not by might nor by 
power” of man, but by the spirit of God working with human 
instrumentality. There was a message, plain, decided, divine, 
which all could understand, and to which the conscience 
responded. Belief in God’s word must precede repentance. 
‘“ Believe and be saved.” 

(b.) Faith led to repentance. The message was accepted as 
true, and so was acted on. They inferred that mercy might 
be had. Why should God warn them if he did not intend to 
forgive them on repentance? 

(c.) Repentance was followed by confession. “ With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confes- 
sion is made unto salvation.” They put on the outward signs 
of repentance. They proclaimed to the prophet, to each other, 
and to God, their conviction of sin, their sorrow, their submis- 
sion to God, and their desire for mercy. 

(d.) The revival was universal. It was not the influence of 
fashion set by the rich, or of laws passed by the rulers, nor 





was it confined to any particular class. ‘The people believed 
from the greatest to the least.” What may not faithful 
preaching, with faith and prayer and the Spirit of God effect! 

Verse 7. It is well for a nation when the people and the rulers 
agree in serving God. “The king and his nobles” responded 
to the people, and encouraged them by their example and 
proclamation. Without pretending to make people religious 
by law, how great is the influence for good when they who 
occupy chief places in a nation encourage the people in virtue 
and godliness. We should pray specially for all who are in 
authority. 

Verse 8. Repentance must be practical. Mere professions of 
sorrow and crying for mercy will not avail. Repentance 
means a change of mind, heart, and conduct. If we are really 
sorry for sin, we shall turn from it. So at Nineveh the people 
turned from “their evil way,” and from their besetting sin of 
the violence of which they were guilty to slaves, captives, and 
enemies. (Isa. 1: 16-20.) “Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen, to let the oppressed go free?” (Isa. 58: 3-7.) And they 
were not content with confessing “national sins” which they 
might attribute to the rulers, or to the people as a whole, but 
each individual corrected what was bad in his own conduct. 
The only reformation of a nation is the reformation of the 
several members of it. ‘‘ Let them turn every one from his 
evil way.” Matthew Henry says “It is not enough to fast 
for sin, we must fast from sin.” 

Verse 9. The mere probability of salvation is sufficient rea- 
son to repent. ‘“ Who can tell?” If there are skeptical diffi- 
culties and objections to the truth of religion, and doubts 
about the message, yet it cannot be certainly proved that 
religion is false. It may be true! ‘“ Whocan tell?” The risk 
of going on in sin is so very great, the loss so infinite in case 
the Bible is true, that it is wise to be on the safe side. In 
earthly things, when there is only a chance of some very great 
calamity (such as fire), wise men insure against it. The peo- 
ple of Nineveh were not told that they would be forgiven if 
they repented. Jonah himself, by his subsequent conduct, did 
not seem to expect or desire it, yet the king and the people 
thought it was possible. They had heard that the God of the 
Israelites was merciful. And this warning seemed sent to 
induce them to alter their course and seek mercy. So, on the 
mere chance, they repented. “Who can tell?’” How much 
more should we believe, and repent and pray when we know 
certainly that “God desireth not the death of a sinner, but that 
he turn from his wickedness and live”? 


Verse 10. (a.) The notice God takes of human conduct. He 
had seen the sin of Nineveh. Now he “saw their works, and 
how they turned from their evil way.” The father in the par- 
able saw the prodigal ‘a great way off.” God, who notices 
every sinful act, and knows and records every evil purpose, 
notices also, and with much more interest because with delight, 
every desire to return to him, every effort of the sinner to 
repent and pray. 


(b.) God changes his treatment when we change our minds and 
conduct. Sin must be punished, but if we give up the sin, the 
punishment is withheld. God does feel differently to the sin- 
ner when the sinner feels differently towards him. We must 
not deny to Deity the faculty of emotion. He is “&ngry with 
the wicked every day,” but “taketh pleasure in his people.” 
When the wicked become his people, then his feelings change 
with their change of character. 


(c.) In this, Godis unchangeable. He is the same, and there- 
fore does not treat us in the same way when we change. 
Consistency is seen not in acting in the same way under altered 
circumstances, but in carrying out the same principles, and so 
adapting them to changes of circumstances. He would be a 
foolish boatman who kept up the same sails whatever the wind, 
and held the rudder fixed whatever the current. God's word, 
“ Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown” was quite 
true. Nineveh penitent was a different city to the Nineveh 
threatened. Say to a man, “Yet forty steps, and you will fall 
over the precipice.” If he stops before he takes the forty steps, — 
and so does not fall over, your word is not disproved. -“O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die,” is strictly true. Ifhe goes 
on in wickedness it will be so. But if he turn from his wick- 
edness he shall live, and not die. God is unchangeable in his 
mercy as well as in his justice. 


LESSONS FROM THE GOLDEN TEXT. 


In the light of the narrative learn, (a.) The catholicity of 
Bible religion. Jonah was an Israelite and a prophet of 
God, but he is represented as having been grossly disobedient 
and severely punished. The sailors were heathens, yet with 
their very imperfect theology and superstitious worship they 
were heard by God and saved from the storm. The Ninevites 
were heathen, and foes of Israel, yet the prophet of God is 
sent to them; the first missionary to the heathen! They 
repented promptly and practically, and found mercy; and 
Jesus said that those’ heathens were better than the Jews of 
his day, who prided themselves in their special knowledge and 
privileges; for while Nineveh repented at the preaching of 
Jonas, the Jews rejected the Son of God! The Old Testament 


as well as the New teaches that “God is no respecter of per- 
sons.” 

(b.) The witnesses at the Day of Judgment. Picture the great 
assize—the throne and the Judge; the accused ; the multitude of 
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angels ; the great assembly when “ before him shall be gathered 
all nations.” Witnesses are summoned. The men of Nineveh 
rose up against the men of Jerusalem and testified, ‘“ We re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonas, you rejected Jesus; we 
obeyed the servant, you rejected the Master; we listened to 
the simple word of one who wrought no miracle, you refused 
the testimony of mighty deeds; we turned from our sin, you 
persisted in yours ; we honored Jonas, you slew Jesus; we had 
been trained in heathenism, while you had the law and the 
prophets, and the temple of God.” 

So, may not many from heathen lands rise up in the judg- 
ment to condemn many who have had all the privileges of the 
Christian church from infancy? And not only those who 
amongst the heathen have embraced the message of the gas- 
pel, but may not others who have died in idolatry rise up to 
condemn us, if we, knowing what they could not know, 
neglect so great salvation? And drunkards and harlots and 
outcasts, who have been brought up in scenes of vice, with no 
kindly guardianship of home, and no hallowing influences of 
religion, will rise up in the judgment to condemn those whose 
life has been respectable and in harmony with their circum- 
stances, but who have never repented of sin, and never yielded 
their hearts to God. ‘ We never had your advantage—no 
godly father, no praying mother, no loving friend or teacher 
ever tried to lead us, when young, into the ways of piety. 
Early made familiar with words and scenes of vice and 
wickedness, and knowing no better, we grew to be drunkards, 
thieves, prostitutes. But had we known what you knew of 
the love of Jesus, we would not only have altered our out- 
ward behaviour, but we would have given him our hearts.” 
“The men of Nineveh shall rise up in judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time (v. 1). 
Jonah ought to have obeyed God’s first call; but when he 
failed to do so God spoke to him again. If the chosen ser- 
vants of God need a second call to arouse them to duty, we 
surely ought not to be discouraged if those whom we would 
teach or direct fail to do their duty at the first suggestion of 
it. As parents or as teachers we must be willing to speak in 
love and tenderness the second time if the first speaking does 
not suffice. ‘ For precept must be upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon line; here a little and there a little.” 


Go, ... preach ... the preaching that I bid thee (v. 2). 
There is no better plan of preaching than God’s plan. There 
is no better subject of preaching than God’s truth. Such 
preaching may make the preacher unpopular; may make his 
hearers wince and get angry; but it is good preaching for all 
that. God declares in the Bible the message he would have 
delivered by the preacher. In giving this message plainly 
and faithfully the preacher may run athwart the catechism or 
creed of his denomination, or the pyblic sentiment or the 
social customs of his church and congregation; but he ought 
not to change his preaching on that account, even though he 
may have to change his pulpit. He must run the risk of 
offending his principal pew-holders and the principal mem- 
bers of his church by preaching the preaching which God bids 
him to preach. And the Sunday-school teacher and every 
other Christian anywhere must be ready to declare God's 
message with like fidelity. No matter who is hit, or who is 
offended by it, God’s message must be declared without quali- 
fication or hindrance. 

Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city (v. 3). But that 
didn’t make its wickedness any less; in fact it only increased 
the volume of its evil-doing and of its evil influence. When 
any city fails to be reached and swayed by the power 
of God's truth at the lips of God’s messenger; when by its 
authorities or its public sentiment it sanctions Sabbath-break- 
ing, liquor-selling, low and vile amusements, political corrup- 
tion; when it fails to restrain lawlessness ; when its example 
is on the side of godlessness,—it is only to its added discredit 
that it is ‘an exceeding great city.” So of any man’s busi- 
ness, or property, or influence, if it is on the side of wrong the 
larger it is the worse it is. Ifa man is a distiller or a liquor- 
dealer, or an advocate of promoting temperance by wine or 
beer drinking; if he has a fortune gathered by gambling or 
cheating; if he wields the power of a demagogue or of a po- 
litical manipulator for personal or purely partisan ends,—it 
only makes matters worse to show that his business, or his 
wealth, or his intellect, or his power, is exceeding great. The 
less there is of a bad thing the better. 

And Jonah... cried... Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown (v. 4). Jonah didn’t waste any words in 
argument. He declared God's message. That was better than 
volumes of logic. Jonah’s plan of preaching has never been 
improved on. The best way for God’s messenger is to give 
God’s message, to give it plainly and fearlessly. When God's 
message included a threatening of punishment for sin, Jonah 
didn’t conceal the blunt truth. There are preachers now-a- 
days who say that a fear of punishment never brings a sinner 
to repentance. But their way of preaching is not Jonah’s 
way. Jonah’s way was one which God directed. 

So the people of Nineveh believed God (v. 5). In heeding the 





word of Jonah they heeded the word of God. In believing 
Jonah they believed God. They might have said that they 
did believe God, but didn’t believe Jonah. They would have 
been responsible, however, for their disbelief of God’s messen- 
ger, and must have taken the consequences of their refusal to 
believe. So always, when God’s messenger brings God’s mes- 
sage, those who hear it ought to heed it, ought to believe it. 
If they do not, the responsibility is on them. The message of 
God ought to commend itself to those who hear it. If it does 
not, the messenger cannot give any new weight to it by a 
labored argument in its defense. 

Let them turn every one from his evil way (v. 8). It was not 
enough for men and beasts to be covered with sackcloth; the 
doers of evil must turn from their ways of evil, or their show 
of repentance was vain. It is no use for a man to say that he 
grieves over former misdeeds unless he quits present misdoing. 
He must stop running in debt when he has no means of pay- 
ing his bills, stop lying about goods he offers for sale, stop 
backbiting his neighbors, stop using improper language, stop 
being unkind or harsh or disrespectful, stop self-indulgence, 
stop wasting or misusing his time and talents, stop hoarding 
money against the calls of God's cause,—turning away, in fact, 
from every evil course to which he has been until now 
addicted. 

God saw their works (vy. 10). The works were the evidence 
of their sincerity. Ifa man has faith in God he will show his 
faith in good works. If he loves Jesus, he will prove his love 
by keeping the commandments of Jesus. The best evidence 
of the sincerity of any profession—evidence to both God and 
man—is found in the results of that profession. The test 
which God approves, and which he commends to us, is, “ By 
their fruits ye shall knew them.” If you and I are truly dis- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, God will see not only our faith 
but our works. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Every child has heard of “ Jonah and the whale;” but the 
story is generally received and too often given as only a won- 
derful adventure, which in after years is usually considered 
improbable, and then infidelity comes in with a sneer, and 
says, ‘Can you believe a story so impossible?” So if you 
teach of Jonah at Nineveh, explain fully who he was, why at 
Nineveh, the effect of his preaching, and what Jesus said of 
him. If you can fix allthis clearly in the child’s mind, you 
have imbedded the story in its own internal evidence of 
truth ; for you have shown God’s own hand in every step, 
and you have hedged it around with the thrice-repeated 
proof which Jesus gave of its reality. 


JONAH, . 


Who was Jonah? He was a prophet of God who lived in 
the time of a king of Israel of the same name as the one 
“who made Israel to sin.” What was his name? Do you 
remember where Elijah the prophet stayed in the three years 
of famine after the brook dried up? How many children 
had that widow? What was the matter with her only son 
when Elijah stretched himself upon him and prayed to God? 
It is said that the same boy when he was older became Eli- 
jah’s servant, and went with him to the wilderness when Jeze- 
bel wanted to kill him, and that the servant was after- 
wards the prophet Jonah. We cannot be sure that this is true, 
for the Bible does not tell us so; but we know Jonah’s name 
means dove, and that his home was in a little town a few 
miles from Nazareth. Who lived and grew up in Nazareth ? 
Not far from there was Jonah’s home; and the same loving 
Father who watches every little child cared for him every 
day and night of all the years until he wanted him to do the 
work we are studying about to-day. 

Our lesson begins, ‘The word of the Lord came to Jonah 
the second time.” “ Did God have to speak to him the second 
time? Did he hear the first time? Did he obey? 

Let the children tell, if they can, of his first call. What 
did God tell Jonah to do? In what direction did he go? Was 
that right? Was he punished for disobedience? When 
Jonah went down to the dock and found among the ships the 
one he wanted to go on (perhaps the first one starting away), 
when he paid his fare and the ship sailed out of harbor, did 
he think he was really going, as the verse says, “from the pres- 
ence of the Lord”? Could any swift-sailing ship carry him 
out of God’s sight? Who made the storm come, and the great 
waves rise like mountains, and the sea roar? What does 
sin always bring? Tell briefly, if the children cannot, of the 
fear of the sailors, how they prayed to their gods—but, like 
Baal, there was no voice nor answer. The ship-master went 
to Jonah. What was Jonah doing? Who was it that was once in 
a boat with his friends in a fearful storm, and was “asleep 
on a pillow?” What did he say to the storm when they wak- 
ened him? Could Jonah say “ Peace, be still,” and quiet the 
tempest? The men knew Jonah was a prophet, or a servant 
of the true God, for the ship-master said, ‘Call upon thy 
God.” Jonah had to confess that he was afraid, and was try- 
ing to run away from the presence of his God and from the 
work he wanted him to do. 

What did Jonah tell the men they might do to him? Did 
they cast him into the sea? Could he walk on the water as 





Jesus did one night? The God whom Jonah was trying to 
run from, had provided a way to save and care for his poor 
cowardly prophet. Wasn't it just as easy for God to havea 
great monster fish in the right place, with open mouth at the 
exact moment, as it is for him to notice each little sparrow 
as it falls to the ground so many times before it has learned 
to fly away from the nest? Could he who hears and feeds 
the young ravens who cry, forget his prophet? 

Now after all God’s loving care of Jonah, do you think he 
had learned to hear and obey when God spake the second 
time? Where did he tell Jonah to go? 


NINEVEH. 


Tell something of this great ancient city, built by one of 
the great-grandsons of Noah, of its wealth, its magnificence, 
its multitude of inhabitants. Jonah knew all about Nine- 
eveh, how rich and grand the people were, and he questioned 
whether they would listen to the voice of a lowly prophet 
when he told them of his God. He knew they were proud 
and wicked; wouldn’t they be angry, and perhaps kill him, if 
he went all alone and dared to tell them of their sins? He 
thought of all this and was afraid, and in that lonely three 
days and nights he had time to think it over again and 
again. 

How dark it must have been in that great fish, down, down 
in the depths of the sea! How Jonah’s heart must have 
beat in terror in the black darkness. What could he do 
but pray? God was there: he knew every thought, heard 
every cry, accepted his sorrow for his sin, and his thanks 
when he said “Salvation is of the Lord.” So the second 
time when God said, ‘‘Go to Nineveh,” what did Jonah do? 

He arose and went. He entered the great gates, walked 
under the splendid arches in the solid walls, spoke to the sol- 
diers on guard clothed in their shining uniforms with gleaming 
lances and spears; he went on, through parks and avenues 
thronged with splendidly dressed people in chariots and on 
foot, crying with piercing voice his message,—‘ Forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” Sometimes, perhaps, a 
crowd gathered about him as he-old them of his God, how 
he had been punished for his fear, how God had saved him, 
how he would forgive sin; and so he preached all day long 
in the streets of the splendid city. What did the people do? 

Believed God. They not only believed Jonah’s word, they 
did better than that. Sometimes you know every word that 
your teacher says is true, but do you take it in your very 
heart and do it all? These people believed Jonah’s God, 
believed in him, turned away from their own plans, their 
careless lives, their worship of self, and their forgetting that 
they had souls to live when all their splendor had crumbled 
in death: they believed in God and they believed God, took 
his very word to be true and obeyed. 

They were sorry for sin. If you believe God, you will be 
sorry for everything which could make you forget him. 
The king of Nineveh heard the word sent from God by 
Jonah: he rose up from his throne and took off his jewels 
and his royal robe. He could not wear them while the 
King of heaven was angry with them all for forgetting him. 
He wrapped himself in a coarse garment of sackcloth and, 
instead of wearing his crown, put ashes on his head. Do you 
know what that meant in those old times? Then the king sent 
messengers out with trumpets to cry out and publish through 
the streets everywhere, what the king wanted the people to 
do. Did you ever hear of a fast-day? That was what they 
had in Nineveh. They were to stop the feasting they had at 
their tables every day; they were neither to eat nor to 
drink anything; they were to give up every pleasure that 
day ; the chariots were not to be in the streets or parks; the 
beasts were to be left in their stalls: a piece of sackcloth 
was to be put over each one instead of the gay trappings and 
plumes of other days; and every person great and small was 
toc ry mightily toGod. Would he hear ali that prayer? But 
suppose the next day they all went again to sin and selfish- 
ness and pride as much as ever. Would one solemn day 
make it all right? No! The king said, “ Let them turn 
away every one of them from his evil way.” They were all 
to pray to God not to do as he had said, not to destroy Nine- 
veh in forty days; and the king hoped in his mercy. Did the 
people obey the king? Did they obey God? 

God saw their works. He is always glad to see the first 
thought of repentance. Jesus says: “ Joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth.” What does our golden text 
say they did at the preaching of Jonah? Would God de- 
stroy Nineveh after he saw that they had repented? He is 
always ready to forgive: he never breaks his word—“ If ye 
seek him he will be found of you; if ye forsake him, he will 
forsake you.” He would have destroyed Nineveh if they 
had gone on in sin; he wanted to forgive and save, and so a 
second time he sent Jonah to preach to them. When they 
turned back to him, he was glad to hear their prayer and 
save their city. 

Tell, if you desire, that Nineveh was not destroyed until 
more than two hundred years after, and then because other 
kings and people had forgotten Jonah's preaching and gone 
back to greater wickedness. 


WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT JONAH. 
Three times Jesus talked about the story of Jonah, and said 
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that he himself was to be buried in the grave as Jonah was 
hidden in the great fish; that the people of Nineveh in the 
day of judgment would remind the people of Judea that they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, but that when the Son of 
God came there were many who would neither repent nor hear. 
What can we learn frem this story of Jonah? 


THOU GOD SEEST ME. 


The first one who said this was a servant woman with her 
child in the desert. David knew this, for he said, ‘‘ The dark- 
ness hideth not from thee.” Jonah proved what David sang, 
“If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me.” 

A minister was once preaching in a jail from this verse, 
“Thou God seest me.” After service he went through the 
cells speaking to each prisoner. ‘“ What brought you here?” 
he asked of a rough, bent old man, “ Because I didn’t remem- 
ber your text. My mother told me that; but she died, and I 
forgot it, and I’m in here for life.” What could that man do 
to have hope of a better life beyond the’prison and the grave? 

SIN ALWAYS BRINGS SORROW. 

Let the children recall some examples from past teaching. 
How sweet it is that our lessons need not stop here! Sorrow 
for sin and believing in God is repentance. Bring out also 
how God cares for his children; also, when God bids us work 
there is no need for fear. 





BLACKBOARD. 









BY HENRY PLANT. 
Part 1. 
NINEVEH. 


| 

2200 B. C. (Gen. 10: 11.) | 
! 

| 


800 B. C. Jonah. | 
721 B.C. Captivity of Israel. | 


ASSYRIAN 
EMPIRE. 


625 B.C. Destroyed by Babylonians. 











Part 2. 





Outline map, showing Nineveh on the Tigris, 
Babylon on the Euphrates, 
Joppa on the Mediterranean Sea. 
Describe Jonah fleeing—ship—storm—overboard, etc. 
Second call—journey 500 miles—Nineveh. 











Part 3. 








NINEVEH. 





| 
Jonax’s | THE MEN 0OF—— 
Cry—" Yet forty days,” etc, 


“Yet forty days,” etc. REPENTED. 





7 
| 
| 
| 
| 





pay A world in wickedness. Behold, a greater than 
Jonah—the Lord himself calls “ Repent” (Acts 17: 13), or 
“everlasting destruction” (2 Thess. 1: ¥). 


Have you re- 
pented? If not,—golden text. 


Nore.—Arrange on blackboard so that but one Part will be 
seen at a time; or, what is better, large sheets of white paper, 
marked with black crayons, and so fastened that when Part 1 
is pulled down Part 2 will come in view, etc. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Size or Nineven.—The size of Nineveh—some sixty miles 
in circumference—is accounted for in part by its houses being 
but one story high and covering a large extent of ground. 
In a country village there is more space occupied by one 
thousand persons than is enjoyed by twenty thousand in the 
crowded parts of New York or London. 


Days ror REPENTANCE.—A troublesome, perverse scholar, 
who had exhausted his teacher’s patience, was finally told 
very kindly but very firmly, ‘You must amend your ways, 
or leave the school. I desire to keep you here and tosee you 
honorable and useful. I will give you ten days of trial. If 
in that time you do better, you may remain; but if not, then 
we must part.” 

REPENTANCE.—A sensitive child which becomes conscious 
of having wronged its parent, will feel sad and depressed 
about it. Tears may begin to flow. An effort will be made 
to repair the wrong, and it will be fully and freely confessed. 
Under such circumstances the parent would be unfaithful to 
the child and to right and kindness, did he not forgive and 
forget the wrong. 


CaTttLe Fastine.—Plutarch and Herodotus tell, that when 


| the Persian general Masistias was slain, the horses and mules 


| of the Persians were shorn, as well as the people themselves. 
| In funeral equipages in this day, and in festal processions too, 
it is customary to bedeck the horses. It is said to be cus- 
| tomary in Eastern countries, in times of national calamity, to 
| shut up the cattle without food and drink, so that their cries 


intensify the general gloom. 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Jonah 3:1. The word of the Lord came unto Jonah. God's 
purpose and command must succeed and be accomplished ; 
for 1t cannot be frustrated by any human designs. God by 
means of the ministry saves sinners by sinners.—Starke. 


A second time. It is therefore written that we may bear 
in mind, that nothing is to be undertaken without God’s 
word and command. For the first command of God having 
been violated by disobedience, had not God renewed it, Jonah 
would not have known whether he should do it or not.— 
Luther. 


V. 2. Preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. Literally, 
proclaim the proclamation. On the former occasion the specific 
object of his commission to Nineveh was declared ; here it is 
indeterminate. This is to show how freely he yields himself, 
in the spirit of unconditional obedience, to speak whatever 
God may please.—Jamieson. 


The expression allows us to suppose that Jonah was not 
now distinctly told what his message was to be, but was to 
learn when he got to Nineveh.—Speaker’s Comm. 


When God has afflicted us, and delivered us out of afflic- 
tion, we must hear his voice, saying to us, Now return to the 
duties which before you neglected, and which by these provi- 
dences you are called to.— Henry. 


V. 3. Jonah arose and went. Jonah is made wiser by the 
chastisement which he experienced, and does not again 
attempt to evade the call._— Kleinert. 


He went then, according to the command of Jehovah; that 
is, nothing else did he regard but to render obedience to God, 
and to suffer himself to be wholly ruled by him.—Calvin. 


An exceeding great city. Literally, great to God, i. e., that 
would not only appear great to man, who admires things of 
no account, but what, being really great, is so in the judg- 
ment of God, who cannot be deceived. God did account it 
great, who says to Jonah, “ Should not I spare Nineveh, that 
great city, which hath more than six-score thousand that 
cannot discern between their right and their left?” —Pusey. 


An ancient capital of such size is not at all incredible: 
London covers 116 square miles ; Philadelphia, 129; and this 
view gives the three days’ journey its natural construction as 
a definite measure of the city’s greatness.— Mitchell. 


He cried and said. The main point of his preaching is all 
that is given, namely, the threat that Nineveh should be 
destroyed, which was the point of chief importance, so far as 
the object of the book was concerned, and which Jonah of 
course explained by denouncing the sins and vices of the 
city.— Keul. 


Nineveh shall be overthrown. No hint was given of the 
means. On the one hand the warning was more incredible, 
but on the other hand it was more ‘appalling and effective, 
for this mystery.— Todd. 


V.5. The people ... believed God. It was not necessary 
to the effect of his preaching that Jonah should be of the 
religion of Nineveh. I have known a Christian priest 
frighten a whole Mussulman town to tears and repentance by 
publicly proclaiming that he had received a divine commis- 
sion to announce a coming earthquake or plague.—Layard. 


V.7. The decree of the king. This edict, issued to the 
Ninevites, in order to appease the anger of God; the edict of 
Darius (Dan. 6: 26); that of Ribuchedienet (Dan. 3: 20), 
and others, were just so many preparations for the conversion 
of the heathen, which followed the advent of Christ. In this 
way God’s goodness and glory became gradually, and in a 
certain measure, known to the nations which were strangers 
to Israel (Ex. 5: 2).—Bochart. 


Neither man nor beast. The brute creatures share in the 
evil effects of man’s sin (Jonah 4: 11; Rom. 8: 20, 22); so 
they here, according to Eastern custom, are made to share in 
man’s outward indications of humiliation.—Jamieson. 


V. 8. Covered with sackcloth. The proclamation called for 
a visible expression of sorrow. Wherever the eye might 
turn, it was to see the coarse, dark, rusty, rough sackcloth. 
. . . There was to be an audible voice of sorrow. Man and 
beast, covered with sackcloth, were to cry mightily unto God. 
It was to be no feeble nor formal ceremony, but a mighty 
ery. — Mitchell. 


Cry mightily. It was time to cry to God, when there was 
but a step between them and ruin—high time to seek the 
Lord.— Henry. 


V.10. And God repented. When the message was sent to 
them, they were so ripe for judgment that a purpose of 
destruction to take effect in forty days was the only word 
God's righteous abhorrence of sin admitted of as to them. But 
when they repented, the position in which they stood towards 
God's righteousness was altered. So God’s mode of dealing 
with them must alter accordingly, if God is not to be incon- 
sistent with his own immutable character of dealing with 
men according to their works and state of heart.—Jamieson. 





JONAH’S ONE SERMON. 
(By Bishop Latimer, 1530.] 


Jonah was but one man, and he preached but‘one sermon, 
and it was but a short sermon as touching the number of 
words, and yet he turned the whole city, great and small, rich 
and poor, king and all. We may be many preachers here in 
England, and we preach many long sermons, and yet the peo- 
ple will not repent and convert. This was the first fruit, the 
effect, and the good that his sermon did, that the whole 
city, at his preaching, converted, and mended their evil liv- 
ing, and did penance in sackcloth. And yet here in this ser- 








mon of Jonah is no great curiousness, no great clerkliness, no 
great affectation of words, nor ef painted eloquence; it was none 
other but, “ Yet forty days aad Ninevst shall be destroyed !”’ 
It was no more. This was no great curious sermon, but a 
nipping sermon, @ pinching sermon, a biting sermon; it had 
a full bite; it was a rough sermon, and a sharp, biting sermon. 
Do you not here marvel these Ninevites cast not Jonah into 
pe that they did net revile him nor rebuke him? They 

id not revile him ner rebuke him but God gave them grace 
to hear him, and to convert and amend at his preaching. A 
strange matter, so noble a city to give place to one man’s 
sermon ! 





WORK AND WORKERS. 
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STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


Illinois, at Peoria. 






































May 15-17, 
Maine, at Skowhegan May 15-17. 
Missouri, at Hannibal May 22-24. 
Ohio, at Delaware. June 5-7, 
Nebraska, at Omaha June 7-9. 
New York, at Buffalo. June 12-14. 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg June 12-14, 
Iowa, at Ottumwa June 12-14. 
Minnesota, at Mankato June 19-21. 
Kentucky, at Paris June 26-28, 
Indiana, at Terre Haute. June 26-28. 
Georgia, at Athens August 24-26. 
New Jersey, at Paterson 





November 13-15, 





FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


At the April meeting of the Foreign Sunday School 
Association, important items concerning the Sunday-school 
work were received by the Italian Committee. 


ITALY. 


The Rev. Paolo Long sends from Milan the Sunday- 
school statistics of the Waldensian Church in Italy, and in 
the Waldensian valleys. In the valley of San Martino 
there are twelve Sunday-schools, two of which contain one 
hundred scholars; in the Valle di Perosa are nine schools, 
containing in all three hundred and eighty-five scholars; in 
the Valle di Luserna there are sixteen schools, with nine 
hundred and forty children, making, with the addition of 
three schools at Torino, with one hundred and sixty 
scholars, a total of forty schools, with eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five scholars instructed in them. All these are 
Sunday-schools, and are supported, as well as carried on, by 
the Waldensian Church, which has also many Sunday-schools 
in Italy, connected with its missions among Romanists. 
There are in Piemonte Liguria, eleven schools, with four 
hundred and two scholars; in Lombardo Veneto, nine 
schools, with two hundred and thirteen scholars; in Toscana 
sixteen schools, with three hundred and twenty-seven 
scholars; in Roma Napoli, five schools, with one hundred 
and sixty scholars; in Sicilia, seven schools, with three 
hundred and thirty scholars; making a total of fourteen 
hundred and forty-eight children instructed in forty schools. 
The writer adds that in these Sunday-schools, small and in- 
significant as they are compared with the great American 
schools, lies the most certain hope of general good for the 
work of evangelization in Italy. 


Antonio Arighi writes from Florence, thanking the Society 
for money received, for twenty copies of the Amico dei 
Fanceulli; he considers the method of conducting Sunday- 
schools in America to be perfect, but says they have to be 
managed differently under the different conditions there. 

James Wali sends thanks from Rome for money and 
sympathy sent for his work among the ragged boys and 
girls of that city, where the streets literally swarm with 
children who are under no instruction whatever, not even 
from the Romanists. His desire is to gather these wild 
children into regularly organized Sunday-schools. 

George B. Taylor, from Rome, acknowledges the receipt of 
forty-six francs from the Society for the purchase of leaflets, 
hymn-books, and other helps. A letter was also received 
from Gabriello Martinelli, Methodist minister at Rimini, 
telling of the progress of the Sunday-schools at that place 
and at Mezzano Inferiore. 


SPAIN. 


Mr. Fliedner writes from Madrid, thanking the Society 
for one hundred pounds received towards making up the 
deficiency in the funds of the Spanish Sunday-school paper. 
Mr. Armstrong, from Valladolid, acknowledges five pounds 
sent, and thanks the Society for The Sunday School Times, 
“Tt is,” he says, “the finest paper on Sunday-school work 
in the world, and I hope a modified form of the Interna- 
tional Lessons can be arranged for use in our own schools, 
Two new Sunday-schools have been established in the moun- 
tains near Valladolid, but it is easier to start religious work 
here than to get true spiritual life into it,” - 


PORTUGAL, 


John Rendall writes that many still come to hear the 
word of God in its purity. More laborers are wanted, 
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The Sunday-school progresses, and the money sent by the 
society for its needs, as well as a grant of books, has been 
received. 

Joseph Diliesid, a pastor working at Heriez, a town of 
sixty thousand inhabitants, situated on the coast of Portu- 
gal, says that that city is the second in riches, but the first 
in ignorance and drunkenness, in the country. A year ago 
a church was hired, and many people came to hear the gos- 
pel. As soon as the work began to spread, the priests 
opposed it, and succeeded in turning him out of the church. 
Six months after a Protestant church was built, schools and 
Sunday-schools were founded, and the work is going on 
prosperously. The Sunday-school numbers about one hun- 
dred in all, and is divided into regular classes. The writer 
says: “The chief hope of evangelization lies with the future 
generation. The priests understand this even better than 
we do: five Jesuit schools have been established near me 
since mine was started, and ladies are employed to visit in 
the neighborhood and buy presents and other inducements 
to get the children to come to their schools. Fortunately 
they have not succeeded in getting any of our three hun- 
dred and forty-six scholars away from us.” 


FRANCE. 


Mr. Weiss writes that they are not discouraged, although 
it is a hard matter to introduce Protestant schools into a 
Catholic country. An immense Sunday-school meeting 
was to be held in one of the largest halls to be had in Paris 
soon after Easter. 

Miss Brousseau, writing from Cheney, says that no uni- 
form system for conducting Sunday-schools prevails, but 
each conductor manages his own school as he may see fit. 
The schools have usually but one teacher, as the adults of 
the vicinity are too ignorant to be teachers. This young 
lady has begun a large Sunday-school, and has induced her 
brother to open one in an entirely Catholic neighborhood 
near them. 

SWITZERLAND. 

From Geneva, Miss Barde writes that the small flock of 
true Christians there are doing their best in the Sunday- 
school cause. Many children had to be sent away to other 
schools for want of room to seat them. It is a great sub- 
ject for thankfulness that the work is so much appreciated 
there. 

GERMANY. 

Miss Louise Schmidt says that at Hofen, where she 
resides, it was for a long time thought impossible to intro- 
duce a Sunday-school; but she resolved to have one, and 
last April began. She, with her sister’s assistance, now 
manages a flourishing school of ninety children. 

Pastor Danckwardt, at Schwerinsburg, sends a short 
account of a school opened in July last with twenty scholars 
and one assistant. It now numbers sixty. The Countess 
of Schwerin is interested in the work, and the children, by 
their interest, have been from the first its most efficient 
helpers. Almost no opposition has been made to the school. 

Miss Lachmund began a school in 1874 in her own 
house. At one time nearly all her scholars left, but, believ- 
ing it to be God’s work, she kept on steadily, until all 
the children returned, and more began tocome. A suitable 
room was offered to them, and the school is now large and 
flourishing. -Miss Schoel writes of a Sunday-school opened 
in 1872 among the neglected people in a German forest; it 
has flourished and increased. A Christian Union, for boys 
who have been confirmed, is in operation, and a similar one 
for girls has been begun. Meetings were held during the 
week of prayer, in connection with these associations, which 
resulted in the conversion of many. Miss Zarberer writes 
that in 1869 a Sunday-school was established at Kircheim 
During eight years the school has had many trials, at one 
fime the city authorities tried to deprive them of their room, 
but they have prospered. Many who at first considered the 
Sunday-school as a foreign growth now like it, and the 
school numbers two hundred and fifty scholars, and has a 
branch school of forty scholars, under the care of a pious 
woman. 

A letter from Miss Sanne, at Stetine: says, “Our school is 
progressing. We have a society composed of nineteen 
young girls and all the teachers of the school, who are dili- 
gently engaged in working for the missionaries.” 

Mr. Daendlikee Wurstemberger writes from Berne of a 
Sunday-school of seven hundred and fifty scholars. It is 
the largest Sunday-school in German Switzerland. It was 
begun twelve years ago upon the American system, and has 
been carried on in the same way ever since. There are twelve 
Sunday-schools in Berne, ageneral Sunday-school committee, 
and a traveling agent engaged in the work. They would like 
the American paper that Mr. Moody recommended so highly 
for the use of Sunday-schools [The Sunday School Times] 
sent to them. 

CHINA AND JAPAN. 

Mr. Farnham and Miss McNiel send accounts of the great 

success of the Sunday-school papers in those countries, and 





acknowledge the receipt of money sent by the Association 
for their support. 





TEMPERANCE CONVENTION IN BOSTON. 


On Friday, April 20, the Moody and Sankey Tabernacle 
was the scene of a great Christian Temperance Convention. 
The day was stormy, but the meetings were largely attended 
and deeply interesting. The morning session began at ten 
o’clock, leading temperance workers from various parts of 
the country being present. 


After testimonies from several reformed drunkards, the 
Rev. Dr. Cuyler, of Brooklyn, spoke especially to ministers 
and other Christian workers upon, “How to prevent men 
from becoming lost through strong drink.” As reported in 
the Boston Journal, Dr. Cuyler said: 


It is the business of the church of God to save the children from 
being wounded. It is not our business to use the bandage, the 
sling, and the poultice if by increased -fidelity and devotion the 
wounding can be prevented. There are thousands to day in dan- 
ger that never have fallen, but will fall if they are not prevented. 
It is time to go back to the preventive work. and if we do not there 
will be an immense amount of curative work to be done. If men 
like Mr. Gough and Mr. Sawyer throw a line into the stream and 
now and then secure a poor drunkard, why does not the church go 
five miles above the falls and keep the children from throwing them- 
selves into the stream? It is time that the church of God from the 
pulpit clear down to the farthest instrumentalities should give up 
the bottle. When the devil puts a demijohn into the pulpit its con- 
tents are sure to break out into half the pews. When a man puts 
alcohol down his throat and then tries to speak temperance, there is 
a strong collision in his throat. The minister should see to himself 
and see that his church is right on the temperance question. A 
temperance wheel propelled by the power of God is a great help to 
the church. Men should understand that it is a part and parcel of 
Christ’s work of soul-saving. Love of Jesus, hatred of sin, and love 
of souls, are the three things which we should require in Christians. 
Why should not every one of you go home determined that before 
thirty days your church shall have a well-organized temperance- 
society, have it in the Sunday-school, for if the children are lost all 
is lost. Administer the pledge to children, for a child that can 
say to his mother, ‘I will not lie any more,” can say ‘I will never 
touch the intoxicating cup.” God is now laying this work pre-emi- 
nently on his church. Whatever you do by law, you cannot excuse 
yourself or your church from this duty which God has imposed 
upon you. What a mistake people make in committing the pure 
white banner of temperance to the hands of politicians. They will 
run it up on their staff. and when the staff is cut away down come 
the flag. It is to the church of God that the cause must be en 
trusted. 


The Rev. Dr. Tyng, Jr., of New York, followed, urging 
upon mothers the duty of securing their children to the 
cause of totalabstinence. The requests for prayer presented 
at this session were very numerous, and covered a wide 
range of cases afflicted in various ways by the rum curse. 

The afternoon gathering was immense. John Wana- 
maker, of Philadelphia; the Hon. William E. Dodge, of 
New York; Miss Frances E. Willard, of Chicago; and George 
H. Stuart, of Philadelphia, all spoke in advocacy of vari- 
ous phases of the Christian Temperance work. Several 
reformed men gave their testimony also. 

The evening meeting was one of the most impressive 
ever assembled in the Tabernacle. Every seat and all 
standing places were occupied long before the hour for ser- 
vice. Many victims of intemperance were in the company, 
as special efforts had been made to get such to attend. 
After the usual introductory services, Mr. Moody introduced 
John B. Gough, who said: 


I think no person could occupy the position I occupy to-night 
without being weighed down under a sense of the responsibility of 
the position—to speak to such an audience of thinking men and 
thinking women as are assembled in this building to-night. I am 
to speak to you on the subject of temperance, a theme that is very 
dear to me... . But I will not occupy time in speaking of my 
own personal experience ; I come to you with the result of thirty- 
four to thirty-five years’ observation among the drinking men and 
among those who are engaged in the noble work of reform, and as 
they all say I use more illustration than argument, tell more 
stories than I use logic, I wish to relate an incident that occurred in 
my own experience but a short time since. A young Scotchman 
called to see me, who showed me his diploma asa physician. He 
was a graduate of Edinburgh University, a fine-looking fellow, as 
handsome a man as ever walked the streets, but for being marked and 
searred by this enemy. After some conversation he left me, and his 
last words rung in my ears, his last words brought tears to my eyes, 
and I think I shall never forgetthem. Standing before me he said: 
“Tam very much obliged to you, Mr. Gough; you have given me 
your time, and you have told me the truth, but it’s na use, and there 
is na hope. Shake hands with me, will you? I am a lost laddie,” 
and he went away. As I saw him going out, stalwart and strong, 
in the pride of health, “I am a lost laddie,” my eyes filled with 
tears, and in the night I awoke, hearing the cry of a despairing 
man, “I am a lost laddie:” How many lost laddies are there to-day, 
in these United States? how many are there in this city of Boston ? 
.. .. Now I want to speak more particularly for a few minutes 
to those who have suffered, and if there are any here who are suf- 
fering from the effects of drink you know as well as I can tell you 
the pewer of the appetite, you know what it is to break it off, you 
know the awful struggle that there is, and I have heard a great 


| has said. 





many men say, since Mr. Moody has been preaching here and in 
Chicago and in New York and in Philadelphia, that if the drunk. 
ards become Christians they can reform from the drink. A great 
many men have said to me, “I can reform without becoming a 
Christian.” Iam not one of those who will say to you that you 
cannot quit drink unless you become a Christian, but I say 
this, within my experience, that nine out of ten who try it fail, 
. . . Then there is another point I wish to speak upon, and for my 
life I would not conflict in any way with anything that Mr. Moody 
I think he and I believe the same thing, only there are 
two ways of putting it. We have been told—I don’t know that 
the leaders of these meetings have said it—that if a man gets the 
grace of God in his heart, it takes away his appetite; I am not one 
of those who would speak slightingly of the wonderful, illimitable, 
infinite power of the grace of God, but while one man may have that 
appetite taken away from him by God’s grace and Spirit there is 
another man who may have that appetite left in him to try him. 
When Paul prayed that the thorn might be removed out of his 
flesh, his prayer was only answered by ‘“‘ My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” I know there are men that are good Christian men that are 
struggling and fighting to-day against this appetite. A minister of 
the gospel writes me: ‘I was deposed by my church for drunken- 
ness ; some of them had confidence in me, and they gathered together 
and formed a little church, and we worshiped in a hall; I preached 
for them six or eight weeks; I then came down to Boston to buy 
hymn-books; I met with a friend who asked me to dine, and I 
drank a glass of wine, and for three days I knew nothing, and now 
I am ruined for time, and I fear for eternity.” I have a letter 
from a minister of the gospel who says this: ‘‘ My grandfather died 
of delirium tremens, my mother died a drunkard, I have inherited 
an appetite for liquor ; when I went into the ministry I sought the 
hardest work I could get, and went as a Home Missionary. I am 
now broken down. I have covered my whole life with prayer as 
with a garment, I have spent hundreds of dollars at water-cure 
establishments to wash this devil out of me, I have gone without ani- 
mal food for two years, yet I tremble every day on the awful verge of 
the precipice of indulgence.” Now mark me. I don’t say that the 
grace of God cannot take away every particle of that appetite as the 
infinite power of God can cure every disease; but what I want is 
this, that no man shall go away from these meetings filled with 
the new sensation that comes to a changed man, forgetting that 
when the battle comes he is away from such influences as these, 
and say, “I have the grace of God in my heart; I have no appe- 
titeenow.” But let one of these men who have been drunkards 
and who have abstained for ten years, take one glass, and see if he 
hasn’t got the appetite there. Like the slumbering fire of a vol- 
cano, that one glass will rise into fury, drenching perhaps body and 
soul in the lava of drunkenness. Now, then, if I have any grace 
in my heart—I know that that has been taught in this Tabernacle— 
if I have any grace in my heart it prompts me to pray, “ Lead me 
not into temptation ;” I have His word for it I shall never be 
tempted more than I am able to bear, for there is a way of escape for 
me from every temptation ; but if I have such views of the grace of 
God that will induce me to say, “I have so much grace that I can 
now walk into the temptation, and that grace will save me from 
falling,” it is very doubtful to me whether such a man has the true 
idea of the grace of God. Therefore I say to reformed men, Chris- 
tian men, your hope is in Jesus to keep yourselves unspotted. 
Touch not, taste not, handle not, meddle not with it. Men often say 
to me, “ Have you this appetite?’ I don’t know, and there is only 
one way in which I can test it, and my daily prayer is, “ God 
help me to avoid the test.” I can only know whether I have it by 
testing it, so I shall die in blissful ignorance of that fact. But 
although it is thirty-five years since I signed the pledge, I will not 
put to my lips intoxicating wine at the communion-table. I have 
not, and I never will. I have known cases of fearful falling from 
the first swallow, because drunkenness is a disease, and a good 
Christian man said to me to-day only, ‘“ Three weeks ago I had the 
most awful struggle against my appetite,” and a gentleman said to 
me, holding me by the hand, the other night, “God bless you, Mr. 
Gough, I am fighting an awful hard battle.” I said, ‘ Do you feel 
secure?” “Secure in Jesus, Mr. Gough.” Oh, I tell you, that is 
the strength of the movement to-day. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—<————— 


THE APOLOGIES OF JUSTIN MARTYR.* 

Flavius Justinus, philosopher and martyr, was the earliest 
of the Christian Fathers whose writings have been transmitted 
tous. He lived in the first half of the second century of our 
era. Born in Palestine, in the city of Neapolis,—the ancient 
Shechem, now Nablous,—of Greek parentage, favored with 
the highest culture of the country and the times, endowed by 
nature with an earnest philosophical and religious spirit, a 
disciple successively of the Stoic, Peripatetic, Pythagorean, 
and Platonic philosophies, in each feeling after God, if haply 
he might find him, and disappointed in all, he received in 
the maturity of his powers and culture the wonderful revela- 
tion of God in Christ from an aged stranger as he walked 
upon the sea-shore. A new world of thought and life was 
opened to him, and to Christ he at once devoted all the 
powers of his being. He felt it to be his privilege, in the 
way in which God had trained and endowed him, to impart 
to others this glorious revelation, and to defend and maintain 
it to the end. He was never ordained preacher or bishop, 
but he retained the profession, and wore the distinctive dress, 











*THeE Apotoctes or Justin Martyr. To which is appended the 
“Epistle to Diognetus.” With an Introduction and Notes by Basil L. 
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$1.75. New Yo 


-D., LL.D. (Douglass Series.) 12mo, pp. 289. Cloth, 
rk: Harper & Brot 


ers, 




















‘ May 5, 1877.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


, 283 








of the philosopher. He conceived true philosophy to be in 
harmony with, and indeed a part of, God’s revelation to 
man. The gospel, he believed, confirmed and illustrated 
many of the sentiments of Plato, and the latter. were the 
harbingers of the Sun of Righteousness. At that time Chris- 
tianity was challenging the attention of the learned and the 
powerful in the Roman world. Philosophers were attacking 
it with their learned and dogmatic logic, their ridicule and 
their scorn. Rulers were striving to restrain or crush it by 
bitter and unrelenting persecution. Justin took his stand in 
the front ranks of the defense. He repelled the assaults by 
learned and philosophical reasonings, and by showing the 
elevating, purifying, and ennobling effects of the gospel upon 
believers. In this he was earnest, true, loving, bold, and 
unflinching, and by it he eventually secured the fate, and the 
title, of “martyr.” 

In the volume before us, we have the two “Apologies” 
addressed by Justin, respectively, to the Emperor Antoninus 
Pius and the Roman Senate. In the first, he appeals for 
justice and a fair hearing, and maintains that Christians are 
innocent of any crime against the state or society ; he shows 
that they alone possess real truth, that Christ is the Son of 
God incarnate, and that the ancient mythologies are of the 
devil; and he describes the Christian sacraments and worship, 
and their effect in producing pure and blameless lives. In 
the second, he defends Christians against the wicked and 
malicious ,charges of their enemies, maintains the justice of 
God, and shows the excellence of the gospel by the lofty and 
sublime virtue which it begets, and by the firmness of its 
followers under persecution and even in death. No one can 
read these “Apologies” without being convinced that the 
author’s whole being was given to Christ. Christianity to 
him was not merely a doctrine or philosophy, but a life. 
That life—* hid with Christ in God”—he was ready to main- 
tain and defend .to the bitter end. The whole thought is 
elevated, noble, and inspiring, and such a life must have left 
its impress on the world. 

As a literary writer and logical thinker, however, Justin 
cannot rank very high. His style is loose, careless, and 
involved, and his premises are often inaccurate, and his con- 
clusions illogical. But we must remember that he was 
traversing untrodden ground, and originating arguments in 
defense of anew system. He had no predecessors, and no 
store of facts and arguments to draw from, and no models by 
which he could correct and perfect. It is easy for us, with 
the accumulations of attack and defense from the centuries 
past, and with models and criticisms unlimited, to point out 
mistakes in logic and in facts made by the earlier defenders 
of Christianity. But it is probable that, at the time they 
were written, these apologies were as effective and unanswer- 
able as the most learned and finished arguments of our day, 
and are more worthy of our admiration and gratitude. 


In reading this book we are led to make two remarks 
regarding the “ Douglass Series.” First, it is absurd to expect 
to acquire the Greek language by reading merely the “ Chris- 
tian Fathers.” The beauty, power, harmony, and rhythm of 
that noble tongue, as found in Homer, Plato, and Demos- 
thenes, are here wholly wanting; or, like far-off music, 
send only occasionally the faintest murmur to the ear. 
Secondly, it is, nevertheless, very desirable that college 
students should gain some knowledge of the early Christian 
writers. Besides the elevated and ennobling sentiments and 
the pure and heroic lives which they present, they form a 
chapter in human thought and life, and in linguistic, philo- 
sophic, and religious development, which has been too much 
overlooked. We bespeak for this series a place in all our 
colleges. The book before us is in Harper’s superior style 
for text books, and is in striking contrast with the miserable 
school books of a generation ago. Of the Notes, we can say 
but little in commendation. Some of them are very concise, 
neat and clear; but they contain a great deal of useless 
pedantry, and they seem to us extremely cold and unap- 
preciative. 

Scholars will be grateful for the appendage of the “ Epistle 
to Diognetus,” though it is confessedly not the work of Justin 
Martyr. The information which it affords regarding the 
early Christian doctrines and practices, and its comparatively 
pure and classic style, give a value to it exceeding the 
writings of Justin himself. 





THR MAY MAGAZINES. 


The magazines for the month are not particularly interest- 
ing, although their tables of contents are adorned by a 
somewhat unusual number of good names. The Atlantic has 
a very good poem by Longfellow and a fairly good one by 
Whittier, which curiously brings to mind one of Longfellow’s 
own poems, written in his early youth. There is nothing 
new on Parnassus. Mr. Henry James, Jr., is closing up his 
novel of the American, and seems trying hard to spoil what 
has been an excellent, although cold-blooded, story. Of the 
other articles, one on the Maypole of Merry Mount, celebrated 
by Hawthorne and Motley, is interesting. Scribner’s 
Monthly closes Mrs. Burnett’s novel of “ That Lass o’ Low- 
rie’s,” the best American story written for many a day, and 
Clarence Cook’s readable papers on Household Art are also 





brought to an end. With his usual eccentricity he finishes 
with the eleventh article, instead of making an even dozen. 
The serials in this magazine are its best element this month, 
for Dr. Holland's installment of “ Nicholas Minturn” is also 
excellent. Smith Female College, Northampton, is enthusi- 
astically described, and so is sea-trout fishing, both articles 
being beautifully illustrated. Mr. Sidney Lanier’s poem on 
Death would go far to console one for the event he contem- 
plates so willingly. Mr. Richard Grant White will yet 
become the great American Bayard, for in his Galaxy article 
he tells American women that they are much handsomer than 
their English sisters. Last month he paid a similar compli- 
ment toour men. But alas! the average English woman, 
he says, is better informed than the average American, and 
she also has a pleasanter voice. About the last there can be 
no doubt, unfortunately, for we do talk too loud, in this land 
of broad acres. The rest of the magazine is unusually thin. 
Harper’s has interesting illustrated articles on Florence, 
the Valley of the Usk, in Wales, the birds of the Southern 
states, and the Catskill region; besides a good variety of 
stories and poems. In the easy chair Mr. Curtis 1s more 
didactic than usual. Lippincott’s contains an uncommonly 
good article on burials and cemeteries, by Walter Mitchell, 
in which that clergyman strikes hard blows against the 
ordinary monuments of the day which he calls “stone tea- 
urns with marble napkins hung over them,” “ice-cream 
molds,” “ cast-iron stoves,” etc. He would make graves and 
tombs simple, and would hang portraits in the haunts of men, 
rather than erect busts for the benefit of the forest bird and 
the graveyard moss. The Eclectic has an unusually good 
selection of articles from the English magazines and papers, 
including two from The Nineteenth Century, the new London 
monthly. The steel portrait of Thomas Wentworth Higginson 
is a good likeness, poorly executed. Potter’s American 
Monthly has an illustrated article on Baltimore, and a very 
good paper on Stained Glass, which ought to have been made 
longer. This magazine is now an agreeable collection of 
readable papers. The Popular Science Monthly is not 
noticeable save for a long and uncommonly interesting article 
on ants and their habits, by Sir John Lubbock. The 
juveniles, St. Nicholas and Wide Awake, are delightful this 
month, and are better in proportion than the grown-up 
magazines. The former is especially good, having made great 
preparations for this springtide number. 


























Praying and Working. By the Rey. William F. Stevenson 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.—The Messrs. Carter 
have given us a new edition of this little book, whose title is 
so general, but whose scope is so specific. It is now ten years 
or more since we first read it, but it is as fresh, as bright, and 
as stimulating now as it was then. We have regarded it since 
our first perusal as one of the best books of our distinctively 
religious press, and when its author was in this country at 
the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, and we had the pleas- 
ure of meeting him in person, we found the same intelligence 
and piety which his little book had led us to expect. ‘“ Praying 
and Working” is the name given to a cluster of sketches of five 
men who have headed great movements in Germany, or, rather, 
who have founded great institutions in Germany; institutions 
which have been copied with more or less fidelity in other 
parts of the globe. Wichern’s ‘“ Rough House,” near Ham- 
burg, has been the parent of Reform Schools everywhere ; 
Fliedner’s Deaconesses’ Home, at Kaisersworth on the Rhine, 
has given birth to scores of institutions for the training of 
Christian nurses, and those who have read ‘Una and her 
Paupers,” and have followed the labors of Florence Nightingale, 
have known what an impetus Fliedner gave to their labors. 
Pastor Harms’s work at Hermannsburg is familiar throughout 
the world, and the other two sketches of Mr. Stevenson are 
scarcely less interesting. His pen is so easy and his manner 
of seizing and presenting his points is so attractive, that who- 
ever begins this book will be sure to love it. One can see 
from it how it is and why it is that Germany 1s now the evan- 
gelical land it has become ; that it is Christian work as much 
as Christian thought that has wrought the great transforma- 
tion. We well remember that after the first reading of it we 
were not content till a visit to the place where Wichern and 
Fliedner and Harms lived and labored certified to the fidelity 
of Mr. Stevenson’s sketches; and we take great pleasure in 
seeing this new edition of a book which ought to remain 
young for at leasta generation yet. There is a scholarly 
charm in the work which will fascinate the most cultivated 
readers ; there is a hearty and humble piety which will quicken 
and refresh the most unpretending Christian workers. (16mo, 
| pp. 411. Cloth, $1.00.) 
| Peter the Apostle. By William M. Taylor, D.D. New 
| York: Harper & Brothers—The hard-working pastor of the 
_ Broadway Tabernacle” has found time to publish another 
| Those who know Dr. Taylor 








| book on a biblical character. 

personally, will think the author, in this instance, finds the 

theme especially congenial. 
| respects to that of Dr. Macdonald on St. John, differs greatly 
‘from it. The writings of St. Peter are not formally com- 
mented on; the chapters end with practical thoughts, showing 
! that whatever else Dr. Taylor may do and do well, he is pre- 


The work, while similar in some | 


eminently a preacher of the word. Probably the volume may 
be used with great profit by those who think they have failed 
to discover the secret of the acknowledged success attending 
the labors of Dr. Taylor and others of his stamp. As the 
preacher cannot be hid even in the author, so nothing ever 
hides, and we trust nothing ever can hide, the earnest and 
pronounced evangelical thought of Dr. Taylor. No one can 
lay down this book with a doubt as to what this writer be- 
lieves to be the distinctive teachings of the gospel. Such 
doctrinal views are in perfect harmony with the most loving 
apprehension of the Redeemer as a person. Witness these 
words of the author from the brief preface: “It has been a 
joy to him to find that he has had to keep close company with 
the Master, in order to do justice to the disciple; and his 
prayer is, that every reader may be stimulated and strength- 
ened by his words.” The Sunday-school lessons for the latter 
half of 1876 doubtless had something to do with the prepara- 
tion of this volume, and certain parts of it will be very help- 
ful for the teacher in the lessons for 1877. In 1878 the book 
will be exceedingly valuable. Wd will not discuss the book 
more fully. It could scarcely be a discussion, moreover, since 
our words would be all of praise. But we indicate its con- 
nection with our Sunday-school studies, to show that interest 
in these react npon the faithful pastor. Dr. Taylor has more 
than once publicly acknowledged the benefit he has derived 
from following the International Series, and it seems to us 
that this volume is but another recognition of their value. 
The double advantage is that, being himself watered, he 
again waters others. (12mo. Cloth, $1.50.) 

Young Folks’ Book of American Explorers. By T. W. 
Higginson. Boston: Lee & Shepard—Colonel Higginson is 
a rapid worker, but his work is always done with skill and 
with ascholarly touch. In this little volume he has attempted 
a new field. He has not told the story of early American 
exploration, but he has let the explorers tell their own story, 
and from the graphic pages of a hundred old chronicles he 
has culled those passages which make the past live again. 
How interesting these quaint narratives may be to the mass of 
hasty readers, we hardly dare guess; but to one who is réally 
fond of history, they will have a great charm. Few men are 
able to cull such a sheaf as this, ranging over so wide a field, 
and gathering what is so graphic and entertaining. We 
read these pages, and we travel with Columbus and De Soto 
and Captain John Smith ; we feel what they felt, and we see 
what they saw. In brief footnotes Colonel Higginson supplies 
a running commentary and judicious explanations; and 
while we hardly venture to think that the youngest readers 
will see all the charm of the picturesque narrative, mature 
readers certainly will. It is delightful to turn back to this 
simple style from the high-flown and overstrung sentences of 
most of our modern writers; and few of us can read history 
more instructively than to take it at first hand. (16mo, 
pp. 367. Cloth, $1.50.) 

Gold Thread, and Wee Davie. By the late Norman Mac- 
leod, D.D. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.—It is only 
a few months since everybody was reading with affectionate 
interest the biography of the gifted author of this little book. 
Dr. Macleod was a very busy man. Ministering to a great 
city parish, acting as one of the queen’s chaplains, editing an 
influential religious magazine, and keeping up a large corres- 
pondence on public and private affairs, he yet found time to 
feed the lambs. ‘Gold Thread” is an allegory, and was 
originally published in Good Words. It tells in a style sin- 
gularly pure and captivating, of a little prince who lost his 
way in a forest, and had many strange adventures. So long 
as he kept his gold thread in his hand he was safe. When- 
ever it slipped from his grasp, he was in great peril. Those 
who wish to know what the thread symbolized, must read the 
story, which is intended for all who want to follow Christ, 
from six years to sixty. ‘Wee Davie” isa quaint homely 
tale of what a baby did, by its little life and early death, and 
how it led father, mother, and the neighbors, to comprehend 
the dear love of God the Father, who gave his Son to save 
the perishing world. (16mo, pp. 114, 90. Cloth, 75 cents.) 





Across Africa. By Verney Lovett Cameron. New York, 
Harper & Brothers.—This volume is written in a literary 
style not striking, but by no means devoid of merit. Its 
principal value lies in its record of experience, which is as 
interesting and valuable as that presented in any recent book 
of travel. With intrepidity and courage which in the early 
days would have knighted the explorer, Captain Cameron 
surmounted every obstacle and went from shore to shore in a 
region never before traversed by a European. Aside from its 
romantic and entertaining character, the book is valuable 
because it shows up in its true light the horrors of the African 
slave-trade, as it exists to-day among the natives. By it half 
a million lives are sacrificed yearly, a greater number than 

the births make good, so that South Africa is being depopu- 
lated. Captain Cameron hopes that immigration will ulti- 





/mately utilize the rich lands he traversed. (8vo, pp. 508. 
Cloth, $5.00.) 
Up Stairs. By Jennie Harrison. New York: American 


| Tract Society.—That people, not place and external circum- 

















284 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 














stance, make the chief delight of home, is the 
central thought of this charming little vol- 
ume. It is intended for boys and girls be- 
tween the ages of twelve and sixteen, and is 
so true to nature that its young readers will 
find many things in its chapters which have 
parallels in their own lives. A family, owing 
to the pressure of the hard times, find it nec- 
essary to reduce their expenses. They there- 
fore move into a more retired neighborhood, 
and take the lower part of a house. This is 
at first a trial, but they learn so many lessons 
of love, fortitude, and patience, and get so 
much pleasure through the people up-stairs, 
that in the end they are greatly the gainers. 
We hope Miss Harrison’s story may go into 
many libraries. (16mo, pp. 271. Cloth, $1.00.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Nag books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.) 


Tue Brsiican Museum. 
Old Testament, Vol. I. 
Exodus. 12mo, pp. 384. Cloth 
Anson D. F, Randolph & Co, 
Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


ns James Comper Gray. 
: Containing Genesis and 
$1.50. New York: 
(For sale by Claxton, 


Tue Tare, Times, AND CHARACTER OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 
By Rt. Hon. E. H. Knatchbull-Hugessen, M.P. 
(Half-Hour Series.) 32mo, pp. 108. Paper, 20 cents. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co ) 


Perv. Incidents of Travel and Exploration in the 
Land of the Incas, By E. George Squier, M.A., 
F.S.A. Illustrated. 8vo, pp. 599. Cloth. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.) 


A Boox or American Exprorers. By Thomas Went- 
worth Higginson. (Young Folks Series.) Illus- 
trated. 16mo, pp. 367. Cloth, $1.50. Boston: Lee 
& Shepard. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haf- 
felfinger.) 


Tne Seep or tHe Cuurcu. A Tale of the Days of Tra- 
jan. By Helen Mary Dickinson, 16mo, pp. 383. 
Cloth, $1.25. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 
(For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


SuHaKesPEARE’s TRAGEDY oF Macsetn. Edited, with 
notes, by William J. Rolfe. Illustrated, Sq. 16mo, 
p. 260. Cloth, 90 cents. New York: Harper & 
$rothers. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


My Saviour; or, DevotronaL Mepitations. By the 
Rev. John East. 16mo, pp. 252. Cloth, 75 cents. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. (For sale 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Poems or Praces. Edited by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. Italy. 3 vols. 18mo, pp. 278, 262, 256. 
Cloth, $1.00. Boston: James R. ag & Co. (For 
sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Waar 1s Art? or, Art Theories and Methods Con- 
cisely Stated. By S. G. W. Benjamin. 12mo, pp. 
67. Cloth, 75 cents. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks, 
& Co. (For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


Gosret Temperance. By the Rev. J. M. Van Buren. 
16mo, pp 114. Cloth, 60 cents. New York: Na- 
tional Temperance Society and Publication House. 
(For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


By the 


PP ror 


New Cycropampra or Prose ILLustRATIONsS. 
Rev. Elon Foster. (Second Series.) 8vo, 
Cloth, $5.00. New York: Thomas Y. Crowel 
sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


A Wreatu or Inpran Stories. By A. L.O. E. 18mo, 

p- 313. Cloth, 75 cents. New York: Robert Car- 

g & Brothers. (For sale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication.) 


Miss Nancy’s Pitcrmmage. A Story of Travel. By 
Virginia W. Johnson. 8vo, pp.136. Paper, 50 cents, 
New York: Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) ' 


In Memortam: A Wreatn oF Stray Leaves to the 
memory of Emily Bliss Gould. 16mo, pp. 277. 
Cloth. Rome. Italo-American School Press, 106 
Via in Arcione. 


Karty anp Jim. By Julia A. Matthews. 16mo, pp. 
360 Cloth, $1.25. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. (For sale by the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication.) 


Tue Bripa Souvenir. Compiled by the Rev. Sam- 
uel Cutler. 18mo,pp.62. Cloth,60cents. Boston: 
Lockwood, Brooks, & Co, (For sale by Garrigues 
Brothers.) 

Out oF THE Question. A Gomety., By W. H. Howells. 
18mo, pp. 183. Cloth, $1.25. Boston: James R. Os- 

ood & Bo. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haf- 
elfinger.) 

Tue Lire or Curist. By F. W. Farrar, D.D. Illus- 
trated. Parts 5-8. 8vo. Paper, 25 cents a part. 
New York: Cassell, Petter, & Galpin; E. P. Dutton 
& Co. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


“Sones or BeutaH,” the new Sunday- 
school singing book. 35 cents; $30 per 100. 
Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut Street, Phila. 














THE OvERWORKED BRAIN needs especial 
care in the choice of stimulants. Business 
men and invalids gain added vigor by the 
use of chocolate or cocoa in place of tea or 
coffee. The preparations of Walter Baker 
& Co. retain the highest rank in the market. 
All grocers sell them. 





Senp to the Depository, 1512 Chestnut 
Street, Phila. for a catalogue of the new 
books by the American Tract Society, N. Y. 
viz.: Apostles’ Preaching, Up Stairs, Frolic 
and Her Friends, Hester Lenox, Harry 
Fenimore’s Principles, Vital Questions, Gos- 
vel Work, Your Own Salvation, Rowland 





Hill. Sunday-school books, Bible helps, 
and the genuine Teachers’ Bible on hand. 

Swampscort.—The Christian friends who 
spent a few days in the study of the word at 
this place last summ@®, will doubtless be 
glad to learn that the very interesting Bible 
reading on the second coming of the Lord, 
by Dr. James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, has 
been published in a very attractive little 
volume of seventy-nine pages, with an Intro- 
duction by George C. Needham and Henry 
Moorhouse. Price, 25 cents. Address the 
publisher, Edward A. Wilson, Springfield, 
Il. 


Mrs. T. De Witt TatmaGeE writes: “I 
have in my family a Sewing Machine which 
for excellence in all departments cannot be 
excelled. It is light running, requiring 
little physical force to propel it. The ma- 
chinery, so simple in construction that a 
child could learn to manage it, and the 
attachments so complete that the most 
elaborate as well as the most simple work 
can be done in an unexceptionable manner. 

“The one attachment of the Braider alone 
is invaluable ; so perfect is the arrangement 
that the most intricate pattern can be 
braided by a child, better than could be done 
by the hand work of an experienced work- 
man. 

“The cases are also beautiful pieces of 
furniture. I would advise any one in need 
of a good family Sewing Machine to purchase 
a ‘ Domestic.’ 

“Mrs. T. DeWitt TaLmMaGe.” 

To those who want to secure good teach- 
ers, male or female, to obtain the services of 
competent and trustworthy governesses for 
their children at home or on a foreign tour, 
and to those who would obtain desirable 
situations in either of these directions, the 
American and Foreign Teachers’ Agency, 
No. 23 Union Square, New York, of which 
Miss M. J. Young is proprietor and mana- 
ger, may be commended with confidence. 
Miss Young has had large experience in this 
work, and in it she has been eminently suc- 
cessful. She is in direct communication with 
the faculties of the principal universities and 
colleges of America, and she receives from 
them information of the character and stand- 
ing of graduates who are ready to enter the 
teacher’s profession. She is also in corres- 
pondence with institutions and individuals 
all over the country who desire the services 
of instructors in varied departments of learn- 
ing. She is recommended warmly in her 
sphere by many who know her, and who 
are known widely and well, including Pro- 
fessor Theodore Dwight, of Columbia College 
Law School, Professor Edward North, of 
Hamilton College, President W. T. Wylie, of 
Wilson Female College, and Mrs. General 
Pegram, of the Southern Home School, Bal- 
timore. The Rev. Dr. Ormiston, so favora- 
bly known to readers of The Sunday School 
Times, says concerning her : 

Miss M. J. Young is well known to me as a 
Christian lady of high character, great energy, 
strong integrity, and large experience in the busi- 
ness in which she is engaged; polite, prompt, and 
punctual in her management of all matters en- 
trusted to her, she is worthy of implicit confidence, 
and I most heartily commend her to all who may 
require her services. W. Ormiston, D.D, 

New York, Feb. 9th, 1877. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Given Away!—In order that every one may see 
samples of their goods, J. L. Parren & Co., of 162 Wil- 
liam Street, N. Y., will send a handsome pair of 6x8 
Chromos, and a copy of the best 16-page literary 
paper now published, to any reader of this paper 
who will send them two3-cent stamps to pay mailing 
expenses. 





ImporTANT TO Persons Visiting New Yorx.—One of 
the best kept and most convenient hotels for Mer- 
chants and others to stop at when in New York is the 
Grand Union Hotel, nearly opposite the Grand Cen- 
tral Depot, kept on the European _plan—you there- 
fore only pay for what you get. Everything is first 
class, and prices moderate, adapted to the stringency 
of the times. You save the expense of carriage hire, 
and Ld leaving your baggage check at the counter of 
the Hotel, your baggage will be delivered in your 
rooms, fifteen minutes after the arrival of the cars 
free of expense. We advise you to give the Grand 
Union a trial. 
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By the Author of “Stepping Heavenward.” 

Of the HOME AT GREYLOCK the 
** London Independent” says: ** We 
know no writer so intensely relig- 
ious in every thought and motive, 
and withal so winningly sweet, so 
thoroughly readable. Inthis story 
of family life and love the very at- 
mosphere is spiritual ; yet no one, 
however worldly, could complain 
of duliness.”’ 


Anson PD. F. Randolph & Co., | 


900 Broadway, cor. 20th St., New York, 
Sent by mail, prepaid, on the receipt of $1.50. 


GE WILL COME. 


By Stephen Hi Tyng, Jr, DD, 


FOURTH THOUSAND NOW 
READY. 


The unprecedented sale of this work has attracted 
the attention of the trade and reading public. Un- 
like other religious books it has excited a general 
popular interest and demand. Within a fortnight 
after its tirst issue, the publishers have pleasure in 
announcing that the Fourth Thousand is ready for 
delivery. In typography, paper, and binding “He 
Will Come” is all that can be desired by the most 
fastidious critic. Its contents illustrate the proverb 
that “Truth is stranger than fiction.” From the 
beginning to the end a reader will not flag in his 
interest and enjoyment. The fourteen chapters are 
cumulative in their treatment of the topic. They 
discuss: 

I.—The Two Advents; II.—The Glorious Appear- 
ing; II1l.—The Man From the Glory; IV.—The Glo- 
rious Man; V.—The Glory Revealed in Us; VI.—The 
Glorious Rapture; VII—A Glimpse of the Glory; 
VIII.—Before the Man in the Glory; IX.—The Four 
Crowns; X.—The Marriage of the Lamb: XI.—The 
Coming With Glory; XIl.—The Kingdom of Glory; 
XIII.—The Glory Begun Below; XI¥.—Then Com- 
eth the End. 

Price in rich cloth, $1.25; 216 pages. 

The trade will be supplied in orders of any num- 
ber of copies by D. Appleton & Co., 549 Broadway, 
N. Y.; Baker, Pratt & Co., 142 and 144 Grand Street, 
N. Y.; The American News Company, N. Y.; Charles 
T. Dillingham, 678 Broadway, N. Y.; The American 
Tract Society, 150 Nassau Street, N. Y., and for sale 
by BOOKSELLERS generally, or sent prepaid on 
receipt of price by 

MUCKLOW & SIMON, Publishers, 
42d St. and Madison Ave., 
New York City. 








AGENTS WANTED. 








a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE, 
P.O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


$55 & $17 
$12 
$66 
AGENTS! 
$5 to 20 


$10.00 free. Samples, 25 cents. 


FELTON & CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 





aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 








a week in your own town. Terms and $ out- 
fit free. H. Hatierr & Co., Portland, Maine. 





8S a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
SON & SMITH, New York City. 





per day athome. Samples worth $5- 
free. Stinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 














GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America, Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 
talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 
sketch and portrait of P. P. Bliss, ete. 720 pages, 13 
engs. Price, $2. Sells at sight. For best terms ever 
heard of,address H. S GOODSPEED & CO., 14 Bar- 
a7 Street, New York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, 
lle. 





CTS.—GOOD AS STAR MOHAIR BRAID. 

e) Col. and White Darning Cotton, 4, 5 to 8e. ball. 
Torechon Lace and Hamburg Edging, 5 te 50c. 
Fine White Wool Flannel, 1214, 25, 37% to 50c. 
Linen Huck and Damask Towels, 5, 1 to 25e. 
Children’s Pink and Blue French Hose, 124%, 18 to 

25e. Fine and Heavy Corded Piques, 10, 15 to 25e. 
Pear] Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2 to 12%e. doz. 
Rubber and Ivory Dress Buttons, 5 to 12\c. doz. 
Hair and Tooth Brushes, 3 to 10¢.; Combs, 3 to 4c. 
900 pairs Slightly Rusted Steel Scissors, 124c. 

4 Spools, running 100 yds. Sewing Silk, for 25c. 
Dress Goods, 644c.; Calicoes, 414e. 
250 pairs slightly spotted regular made Hose, 25c. 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 
-Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !|— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap |— 


A great discovery!—a new soap compound! It 
soothes, softens, and whitens the skin, has wonder- 
ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 
equally suited for the bath, nursery, and general 
toilet. Itis delightfully perfumed, and sold every- 
where at a moderate price. Registered in Patent 
Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. 

_McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO., Philadelphia. 








| HOMELIKE Boarding School for Young Boys, 
| E. HINDS, A. M.. Hempstead, L. I. $200 to $250, 





APS, CHARTS, COSTUMES, RELICS, etc., used 
by the late Hon. J.S. Diehl in his lectures on 
riental and Bible Lands for sale. Address, 
MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 
35 Union Square, New York. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES—Terrace 

Place, Norwalk, Conn.—The Summer session of 

| this school commences the SECOND WEEK IN 

MAY. This is to accommodate parents who wish to 

travel or place their daughters in the country dur- 

ing the hot season. For circular, address or call on 
| Mrs. HARLEM, Principal. 





ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
om Rey. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 

imes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Ill. 


American and Foreign 
TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Miss M. J. Youna, after twelve years’ successful 
experience in the management of the “American 
School Institute,” has severed her connection there- 
with, and is now conducting her own Agency. 

Miss Young supplies Professors, Tuters, Gover- 
nesses, and Teachers for every department of in- 
struction; gives information to parents concerning 
schools; rents and sells school properties, etc. 

Families going abroad or spending the summer in 
the country promptly supplied with suitable ladies 
or gentlemen. 

REFERENCE, by permissien, te prominent educa- 
tors in every section of the ceuntry, and also to 
many distinguished citizens. 


For Circulars, apply te MISS M. J. YOUNG. 


BANNERS 


FOR SABBATH ScHOOL CLASSES, 


Texts 














Ribbon 


For School-rooms, done in Gold and Color, on Cloth, 
very beautiful, size 21x29 inches, recently received 
from London. Price, $2 Each. 


Descriptive Circular sent on application. 
CHAS. F. ROPER, 
No. 11 Bible House, New York. 


BGLOW & MAINS 


Chicago Branch 
REMOVED TO 


(3 Randolph St, Chicago 


For the convenience of our patrons in the West, 
this Branch keeps a full assortment of our publica- 
tions, embracing our New Sunday School Song Book, 


WELCOME 'tIDINGS, 


BRIGHTEST AND BEST, ROYAL DIADEM, PURE 
GOLD, WINNOWED HYMNS, BOOKS OF 
PRAISE, GOSPEL HYMNS, ETC., 


SOLD AT NEW YORK PRICES. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth St., New York, 
____73 Rando!ph Street, Chicago. 


$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


ASON & HAMLI 


CO a 
|< 











CABINET ORGANS. 


HIGHEST AWARDS AT 


FOUR ¢ 
WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS 


aris "Vienna, Santiago 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


On ty OnGans assiGNeD First Rank at CENTENNIAL, 
Great variety of styles at prices which would be imporsnble for 
work yf such excellence without unequaled facilities for manufacture. 
EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 


Five octave double reed organ, 1 0 0 


tremulant, 
ive Octave organ, nine stops, 

with voix celeste, ° 1 14 
Sold also for monthly or quurterly payments, or rented until 
rent pays, A superior organ muy now be purchased by the easy 

payment of $7.20 per quarter for ten quarters, Cuialogues free, 
MASON & HAMLIN ORCAN CO. 
154 Tremont St. a. 25 Union Sq. e** Wabash Ave, 

BOSTON. ©“ NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
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PUBICATIONS., 





O increase attendance and interest in your Sun- 
day-school, secure 


LOTHROP’S TESTED AND IMPROVED 
SELECT LIBRARIES, 


204 vols., and the Prize and Pansy Books, 55 vols. 
BOSTON: D. LOTHROP & CO. 








66 +N ADAM’S FALL WE SINNED ALL.” THE 

NEW ENGLAND PRIMER.—A fac-simile of 
the earliest edition, with the ancient cuts and coup- 
lets from “ Adam’s fall” to “ Zaccheus he,” the effigy 
of John Rogers burned at the stake, Catechism, Milk 
for Babes, etc., that rare old book which you read at 
your grandmother’s knee. Send twenty cents for a 
copy to HAZZARD & SON, Publishers, Mononga- 
hela City, Pa. Send stamp for free catalogue. 


CDECTAL &.§, BOOK STORE! 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES, and all modern 


requirements in the conducting ef Sunday Schools. | 


Church and Pastors’ mental aids in service and study. 
Hymn-Books, Maps, Marriage Certificates, Cards, 
Class Books, &c. 


U. D. WARD, 





150 Nassau St. (up stairs), New York. | 








of the new book in Press, con- 
taining Mr. Moody’s New Sermons, Bible Readings, 
Temperance Addresses, and Prayer-Meeting Talks, 
delivered in BOSTON, reported verbatim expressly 
for the Boston Daily Globe. Over 500 pages. with 
LIFE AND PORTRAITS OF MOODY AND SAN- 
KEY. Agent’s Outfit mailed for 50 cents. Secure 
territory at once, and a business opening of $100 
per month. . . 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 





Two NEW BOOKS. 


THE TITLE EXAMINED. By A. B. Earte, D.D. 
A book for every inquirer, convert, and doubting 
Christian. With all the author’s experience in 
leading souls from darkness into light, this book 
answers practically and clearly the great question, 
“How may I knowI ama Christian?” 
cts.; boards, 20 cts. 


GRANDMAMMA’S LETTERS FROM JAPAN. By 
Mrs. Mary Pruyn. 
known and honored than Mrs. Pruyn, and these 
instructive letters should be in every home. Cloth, 
$1; paper, 50 cts. 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS. 
REVIVALS, AND HOW TO PROMOTE THEM. By 
Rev. Orson Parker. $1 '75.—Hand-book of Revivals: 
By H.C. Fish, D.D. $1 50 —Bringing in Sheaves, 
By A B. Earle, D.D. $1 50.—Revival Sermons. 
By Rev. Emerson Andrews, $1 25.—Revival 
Hymns. By A.B. Earle, D.D, 30 cts. 
Any book mailed, post-paid, on receipt of price. 
JAMES H. EARLE, Publisher, 


20 Hawley Street, Boston. 





A TIMELY BOOK by the AUTHOR OF “CREDO.” 


THE 


Supernatural Factor 


IN RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 


By Rev. L. T. Townsend, D.D., 


Author of “Credo.” “God-Man,” “The Sword and 
Garment,” “The Arena and the Throne,” 
“Lost Forever,” &c. 12mo. Cloth, $1.50. 


To all interested in religious matters, this book 
will be both instructive and interesting, as in it, 
“with as little embarrassment from creeds as pos- 
sible, the author desires to collect, impartially, facts 
relating to revivals, with a view of showing there- 
from the more obvious deductions and of testing 
the modern revival and religious methods.” 


*,* Sold by all Booksellers and Newsdealers. and sent 
by mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 


LEE & SHEPARD, Publishers, Boston. 
MEMOIR OF 


P, P. BLISS, 


By Major D. W. Whittle, 


ASSISTED BY 
D. L, MOODY, IRA D. SANKEY, REV. 
DR. GOODWIN, GEORGE F. 
ROOT, and others, 
WITH STEEL ENGRAVINGS OF 
Mr. and Mrs. Bliss and Two Children. 

POST-PAID, $2.00. 

Agents Wanted Everywhere. 


A. § BARNES & CO., 


NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, 








GREAT REDUCT.ON, 


23 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 











WILSON & MILLER, 
1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila. 





50 FANCY CARDS, ten tints, with your name in gilt, 
OV lic. ‘Try us, Scuxut Bros. Malden, N, Y. 


| 
“Behold! (Luke 2: 10) I bring | 
you Glad Tidings of Great Joy | 
which shall be To Ail People.” | 
TO ALL PEOPLE is the title | 


Cloth, 30 


Few women are more widely | 


J. ESTEY 


COMP 





ANY, 





The Most Extensive Manufactory of Reed Organs 
IN THE WORLD! 





ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES SENT FREE. 





| 


| In POWER combined with PURITY OF TONE, in DURABILITY and FINISH, 
these Organs are Unrivaled, 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 





MUSIC BOOKS FOR SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS. 


THE SHINING RIVER. 


BY H. S. & W. O. PERKINS, 


GOOD NEWS. 
BY R. M. McINTOSH. 


The publishers respectfully request an examina- 
tion of these their newest two books, by scheols 
about to purchase. 

They will bear comparison with any others. 

THE SHINING RIVER has a pure, sweet title 
quite appropriate to the character of the hymns 
which are well chosen, and skillfully set to music 
Representative songs are: 

“Whiter than Snow,” page 98. 
“Shall we meet with the Loved,” page 106. 
“Sweeping through the Gates,” page 130. 

GOOD NEWS is a most cheerful companion to th: 
other equally good book, differing only as the taste 
of the two composers, and perhaps the requirement 
| of singers in each vicinity, may differ. Represen 
| tative songs are: 

“The King in the Manger,” page 3. 
“Sweet Bye and Bye,” page 96. 
“Hear Him calling,” page 120. 

Specimen copies sent for retail price, or 35 cent: 

each, 


OLIVER DITSON &CO., Boston 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J. E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker 
New York. Philadelphia. 


Now Ready. 


Welcome Tidings 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS, 
LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY, 
Including the latest HYMNS and MUSIC of 
P. P. BLISS. 


Now ready and for sale by the principal Booksellers 
and Music Dealers all over the land. 








Every Sunday-school should have 


WELCOME TIDINGS 


It comprises talent never before found in a single 
collection. and is not equaled for variety, both in 
Words and Music. If your bookseller does not sell 
it, send at once to either of the Publishers. 

This is the only new Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. Bliss, or in which they have any in- 
terest, 


160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style, in Board 
Covers, $30 per 100; 35 cents by Mail. 


One copy sent by mail, in paper covers, as soon as pub- 
lished, on receipt of twenty-five cents. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
66 West 4th Street, 
CINCINNATI, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East 9th Street, 
NEW YORK. 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


TELE 


POUKET TYMNAL, 


25 Cents. $20 per I00. 
200 Choice Hymns 


FROM THE “HYMNAL.” 


To meet the call for a cheap and portable Hymn 
Book for use in 


Wission Work, 
Social Meetings, and 
Sabbath Schools, 
The Board has prepared the above, bound in Flexi- 


le Leather, strong and neat, and are prepared to 
ill orders. 





Please address 
JOHIN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent, 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


‘HEAVENWARD.” 


A new collection of Sacred Songs for the Sunday- 
school, by JAMES R. MURRAY, P. P. BLISS, and 
others, including the best Hymns and Music of the 


late 
P. P. BLISS. 


[he many admirers of Mr. Bliss’s music should 
‘emember that 


“HEAVENWARD” 


vill be the ONLY new Song Book containing his 
3EST and most popular songs, The book has been 
‘ompiled and edited by JAMES R. MURRAY, who 
was an intimate friend and musical companion of 
Mr. Bliss for many years, and will be found aworthy 
tribute to the worth of one of whom the editor says: 
-All who have sung and been helped _ by his music 
shall seek in vain for his like among the living.” 

It is confidently expected that the combination of 
talent secured in the compilation of “ HEAVEN- 
WARD” will produce a work never before equaled 
for Sunday-school purposes, and destined to attain 
a popularity second to no work of the kind ever 
before published. 

The Book will be of our usual Sunday-school 
style, printed on fine tinted paper, containing 160 
pages, and will be sold at 35 cents, by mail. $30.00 
per hundred, by express, in board covers. Sample 
copy in paper covers sent on receipt of 25 cents. 
Orders now received, and will be filled in turn. 
Ready soon. To be sold by BOOK AND MUSIC 
DEALERS generally. 

S$. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, 0. 


 CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 











No.1. 30 Vols. 18mo. $10 00, 
ee S:” 3B Vols. TO0. ncinacwewanecsos 12 59, 
0s Be 3D VOR eR iicceetorccamone 12 60. 


T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 








PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY. 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a Specimen 
Number, and be convinced. ddress, 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 805 
Broadway, New York. 








This edition contains the best portraits 
of Moody, Sankey and Bliss. 


ee From No. 1 “ Where art Thou?” 


WwOODY's to No, 50, “The Death of P. P. 


Gale vol., 544 pages. 
FIFTY: roe 
SERMONS 


Price, postage prepaid, 





1 ONE DOLLAR. 
Send all orders to 

Eben Shute, 
Z) 36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


THACHER Ss 


SEND TO THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Library 
Books—Choice selections, Sunday-school 
Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
Bibles, etc. 

G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary. 


SMITH’S DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN 
RAPHY, LITERATURE, SECTS, 
AND DOCTRINES. 
From the Time of the Apostles to the Age of 
Charlemagne. By Various Writers. Ed- 
ited by Wm. Smith, D.C.L., ee 
ol. I. 








BIOG- 


Professor Wace, M.A. 
8vo. Cloth, $5.50. 

To be Completed in 3 Volumes. 
This work is designed to give a comprehensive 
account of the Personal, the Literary, the Dogmatic, 
and the Ecclesiastical Life of the Church during the 
first eight centuries of Christianity, and, in combi- 
nation with the Dictionary of Christian Antiquities 
recently published, it will afford, it is believed, the 
most complete collection of materials for the Church 
History of that period which has yet been published, 

either in England or abroad. 
LITTLE, BROWN & CO., Pubs., 
254 Washington St., Boston: 


At 36 Bromfield St., Boston, will be fownd 


HUTES | 
UNDAY 
CHOOL 

UPPLY 
















TORE 


And depot for Evangelical Literature. 
» I sore now on hand a steck of that valuable little 
ook, 




















THE WAY AND THE WORD. . 


Before leaving Chicago, Mr. Moody promised a 
new book to each of the young converts and inquir- 
ers who would send in their names at the great Taber- 
nacle meetings 

The book has been issued under the title of Tax 
Way AND THE Worp, and is a neat little volume, con- 
taining a treatise on Mr. Moody’s favorite topic, Re- 
generation ; also his thoughts on Bible study; the 
na 4 prefaced with a personal introduction by Mr. 

oody. 

Ten thousand copies were ordered for distribution 
to ‘the Young converts and inquirers; the names 
received amounting to eye 4 that number. 

64 pages. Price, 25 cts.; cloth, 40 cts. 





The question is often asked, “ Which among the 


' P CHOICE BIBLES 
P 


ROTECTING EDGES 
SKID LINED > 


Is the best for actual use by Sunday-school Teach- 
ers?” 

The following letter frem the REV. H. M. PAR- 
SONS, President of the Boston Sunday School Union, 
may lead to adecision. Having been a teacher of 
several large Bible Classes for many years, perhaps 
no man is better qualified to give a practical com- 
mon-sense opinion on the subject: 








Boston, March 19, 1877. 
Me. Exsen Suvre. 
Dear Sir:—The Bible which I obtained from you 
I consider as standing at the head of all the Bibles 
I have ever seen for practical use by Pastors, Super- 
intendents and 8. 8. Teachers. The binding, with 
its flexible cover, protected edges and silk sewing is 
first class, the references are very full, and the col- 
lection of tables and indices, with the concordance 
in the back of the book, are of immense value, For 
constant use it is certainly superior to the Bagster 
Bible, being both clearer type and more ready of 
reference, and this I say after having used the —— 
ter for severa] years. I recommend it to all Bible 
Students as the book for them, 
: H. M. PARSONS. 


The price of the above-mentioned Bible in choicest 
binding is $11. In other styles of binding, same size 
type, it can be had for $8, $6, or $5. Smaller sizes at 
less price, 


DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS WILL BE SENT WHEN 


REQUESTED. 
Eben Shute, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 





ELEGANT CARDS, all s 





les, with name, 10c. 


¥ 


post-paid. J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, Renns. Co., N. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 





New Commentary 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
ESON, FAUSSET ann BROWN. 
™ JAM COMPLETE EDITION. 
mended why Lene Saetemaaaaere b dna 
by the most distinquis: b 
ws PRICE IN CLOTH, $7.50. 
full particulars address, 
" S. s./SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 





Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of | 


Webster’s Dictionary. 


Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of Money, Weights and Measures ; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
ete., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern Languages. MoroccoTucks. Gilt 
Edges. By Mail on receipt of $1 00. 
For sale by all dealers. ° 


Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & (Co, 


Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 





MARK TWAIN’S | 


A volume every ed- 
sai w itor, or literary person, 





York Independent. 





The most ingenious, 
neat, and handy Scrap- 
Book of the age.—Chris- 
tian Union. 


PATENT PREPARFD PAGE 
SCRAP-BOOK. 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 


A neat affair, and it now becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 


It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of neat- 
ness and convenience.—Harpen’s Weekly. 


Prices from $1.25 to $3.50 each, including postage. 
For sale by all Booksellers and Stationers, or copies 
mailed on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
list. 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Biank Book MANUFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 


NEW AND FRESH 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


JUST READY. 





I. 

A YOUNG MAN’S DIFFICULTIES WITH 
HIS BIBLE. By W. D. Faunce, D.D., author 
of the ‘“ Fletcher Prize Essay,” ‘The Christian 
in the World.” 1 vol. 12mo, cloth, black stamp, 

1.25. 

' This is a book that should be placed in the hands 
of every young man. 


Il. 

LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF PREACH- 
ING. By Joun A. Broavvus, D.D., LL. D., Pro- 
fessor in the Southern _— Theological Semi- 

ary, Greenville, 8. C., anc author of ‘A Treatise 
on the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons.” 
1 vol. 12mo, black stamp, $1 50. 

This is a book of rare value. 


III. 
WHY FOUR GOSPELS? or, THE GOSPEL 
FOR ALL THE WORLD. Designed to aid 
Christians in the Study, the Home, and the School, 


and to a better understanding of the Gospels. By . 


Rev D. S. Gregory, author of “ Christian 
Ethics.” 1 vol. 12mo, price, $1 50. 
Every Christian should read this book. 


IV. 

MANUAL OF PARLIAMENTARY PRAC- 
TICE. New and thoroughly revised edition. By 
P. H. Meu, D.D., LL. D., Professor of Ethics 
and Metaphysics in the University of Georgia. 
1 vol. 16mo, 75ce. 


RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 


V. 

CQMMENTING AND COMMENTARIES. By 
Rev. C. H. SpurGEON, containing a list of and 
advice as to the best Commentaries published. 
1 vol. 12imo, price, Y.. 


THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER: ITS UTIL- 
ITY AND RELATIONS TO PROVIDENCE. By 
Dr. P. H. MEtu. Price, 60c. 

An invaluable little book. 


VII. 
SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO MY STU- 
DENTS. Price, $1.25. 


VIII. i 
LIFE OF TRUST. By GrorGE MULLER, 
Price $1.75. ; ; 
Either of the above sent by mail, post-paid, on 
receipt of the price. 


SHELDON & COMPANY, 
8 Murray Street, New York. 


GET THE BEST 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS, 


Beautifully Illustrated. On Tinted Paper. 
THE PEARL —1 copy, 1 year, 25c. 10 copies 
and upwards, l5c. per year. (Monthly.) : 
THE LILY—! copy, 1 year. 20c. 10 copies and 
upwards, 12¢. per year. (Monthly.) 
a> See them before ordering others. Address 
BAKER & ARNOLD, Publishers, 


. Sycamore, Ill. 





i should possess. — New | 


CUT THIS OUT. 


The special offer to send THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL Tims to any new subscriber for 
three months fur twenty-five cents, postage 
free, still holds good. 

If you value THE Times, will you not cut 
this notice out, and send it to a friend who is 


not a subscriber ? 


| JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
_ 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


| AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 
| 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


| by the Centennial Judges ~ 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


his award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report. on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 


DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 
it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 


it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. -end 
at once. 


| On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 











CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Congate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
TorteT PowpeEr will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 











In order that it may be seen by every Sunday- 
School Worker in the country, we will send 
FREE to any address, specimen copies of 


Morninc GuIpE ! 


EDITED BY ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D. 





Our 


Semi-Monthly. Only 26 Centsa Year. Fifteenth Year. Better Than Ever. 
Address JAMES ROBISON, Pub., 132 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
a@ Our New Catalogue of S.S. Books Aids and Requisites, sent to any address. Gi 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, | —— J. & R. VAMB, 
1: ‘yy. § (CHURCH FURNITURE. 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


69 Carmine Street, New York. at 
i fi Pulpits, Communion Tables, &c., 
8896 SACS OF., PUErLAR a r always in stock. 8.8. Banners, silk 
Hearse, Carriages, &c.. furnished at the Shortest a ae ee 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur and gold, $5.00 each. 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Atrwoop. 


Illus. Catalogues, | Furniture, 10¢. 
BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 

Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ig ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
# carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosginson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


$3 PRINTING PRESS 


a>) Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
r O\ any press. Larger sizes for large work. 
Do your own printina and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young orold. Can be 


: made a money making business any- AG N TS W 4 N TE ing book ever pub- 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large eata- | jished. Send for circulars and extra terms to agents. 
logue to KELSEY & CO,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn, * NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Phila. and Chicago. 


























Banners, Texts & Decorations, 10c. 


MADAME FOY's 


CORSET SKIRT SUPPORTER 
Increases in Popularity every year 


And tor Health, Comfort, and Style. 
is acknowledged the Best Article 
of the kind ever made. For sale 
by all leading jobbers and retail- 
ers. Beware of imitations and in- 
fringements. Manufactured solely 
by FOY & HARMON, New Haven, 


Conn. 
for the fastest sell- 






























WORTH REPEATING. 


THE INDIANS AT ST. AUGUS- 
TINE. 


{Harriet Beecher Stowe, in The Christian Union.] 





Between two and three years ago there 
passed by us, on the St. John’s Liver, a 
party of captured Indians from our West- 
ern frontiers. They were the men who had 
been the terror of our settlers, who had 
done many a deed of savage cruelty and 
blood. They were selected and sent to St. 
Augustine for safe keeping simply as being 
the wildest, and most dangerous, the most 
untamable of the tribes. The conscience 
and Christianity of our century did not 
admit of their being shot down like so many 
captured tigers, and so they were sent to 
the fort in St. Augustine merely to keep 
them out of mischief. 


They were looked upon in their transit 
with the mingled fear and curiosity with 
which one regards dangerous wild beasts. 
Gloomy, scowling, dressed in wild and sav- 
age habiliments, painted in weird colors, 
their hair adorned with scalp-locks torn 
from the heads of former victims, they 
seemed more like grim goblins than human 
beings. Fc apea ng was entertained that 
some day they might break loose from their 
confinement and carry bloodshed and murder 
through the country. One of the number 
on the transit threw himself from the cars 
into the palmettos, and was shot as would 
be a tiger escaped from a menagerie. 

There were two women and one child—a 
little girl eight years old—among them. 
One of these was a woman so distinguished 
for fiend-like fierceness and atrocity that it 
was not deemed safe to leave her on the 
frontier. The other was the young wile of 
the chief, Black Horse. She was, for an 
Indian, a handsome woman, who followed 
her husband in his captivity. When the 
lume came to send the men prisoners to 
Fort Kearney the wives were all commanded 
to leave them; but this worhan threw her 
arms around her husband and declared that 
they might kill her if they chose, but tnat 
she would not leave him. ‘“ Well,” said the 
commanding officer, “take them both to the 
fort. If they can separate them there they 
may ; I can’t.” And at the fort the com- 
manding officer in the same way gave in, 
and the woman and child came on. 

Such was the party as they passed on our 
river about two years ago. 

A day or two since we visited them at 
the fort in St. Augustine. We went in 
company with a lady who, with many other 
ladies of St. Augustine, regularly devotes 
two hours a day to the work of instruction 
among them. 

We found now no savages, <A dark-com- 
poses orderly, with the high cheek- 

ones and black eyes and hair of the Indian 
race, and dressed in the United States uni- 
form, was pacing to and fro on guard as we 
and the lady teacher entered. The bell soon 
rang for school hours, and hurrying from all 
quarters came more dark men in the United 
States uniform, neat, compact, trim, with 
well-brushed boots and nicely kept clothing, 
and books in their hands. 


As but one of the teachers had arrived 
on the ground, they were for the time all 
collected in her room and drawn up in a hol- 
low square around the blackboards. Large 
spelling-cards adorned one side of the wall, 
containing various pictures and object-les- 
sons adapted to the earliest stages of learn- 
ing. Here they were around us—the very 
beings that had been the terror of our 
Western settlements; and what did they 
look like? 


The Indian face is naturally a stern and 
hard one, but as they gathered round their 
teacher and returned her morning greeting 
the smiles on those faces made them seem 
even handsome. There were among these 
pupils, seated, docile and eager, with books 
in hand, men who had been the foremost 
in battle and bloodshed. Now there was 
plainly to be seen among them the eager 
joy which comes from the use of a new set of 
faculties. When thev read in concert, when 
they mastered perfectly the pronunciation 
of a difficult word, when they gave the 
right answer to a question, they were evi- 
dently delighted. They specially prided 
themselves in showing how plainly they 
could speak the “th’’—which embarrasses 
every foreigner in the English tongue—ren- 
dering it with an anxious and careful pre- 
cision. 


The lesson proceeded ; reading, spelling, 
explaining the meaning of each word, and 
when a meaning was made clear that had 
been obscure, the bright smile on the swart 
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faces showed the joy of a new idea. Their 
teacher was one of those women with a 


born genius for instruction—one whose ee | 
l 


life is in teaching; and the lesson was fu 
of animation. There was not a listless face, 
not a wandering eye, in the whole class. 


After a little the other ladies arrived, and 
portions of the class wheeled out into side 
apartments, each with its separate teachers. 

hile the lessons were progressing we vis- 
ited with Captain Pratt the barracks where 
the Indians are lodged. This is a struc- 
ture more than a hundred feet by forty or 
fifty, covering the top of a portion of the 
old fort. The roof was entirely shingled by 
the Indians, and a great part of the inside 
work done by them, under the direction of 
the builder, who found them both docile 
and competent workmen. A double row of 
rough board bunks occupies each side of the 
building, and the blankets and mattresses 
were rolled up and disposed in each with 
perfect neatness and precision. The bar- 
racks were perfectly clean. Large stoves in 
the centre afforded means of warming in 
chilly weather. 


All along we saw traces of Indian skill 
and ingenuity in the distinctive work of the 
tribes. Bows and arrows skillfully made 
and painted, sea beans nicely polished, pa- 
as! toys representing horses, warriors and 

uffaloes, showing a good deal of rude artis- 
tic skill and spirit in the design and color- 
ing, were disposed here and there to attract 
the eye an owe the purse of visitors. 
Captain Pratt said that during the time of 
their stay not less than five thousand dollars 
had been taken in by the whole company 
from the sale of these curiosities to visitors. 
They are allowed each one the free use of 
the money they earn, and they do not spend 
it foolishly. The most of it has been sent 
back for the use of their wives and families. 
Yes, these fearful beings whom we were 
tempted to look on only as noxious wild 
beasts have the hearts of men. They have 
warm and constant family affection. A 
continual correspondence has been kept up 
between them and their families, and let- 
ters and gifts constantly interchanged. We 
saw displayed over one of the beds a hunt- 

“ing-pouch of dressed deer-skin elegantly 
embroidered with beads, the gift of a dis- 
tant wife; and in other places elaborate 
moccasins which had come in the same way. 
One old chief, who bears the surname 
“Woman’s Heart,” is especially noted for 
the strength of his family affection. It is 
said he wears the little moccasin of one of 
his children tied around his neck, and that 
he has seemed at times to suffer from 
home-sickness. Captain Pratt said that a 
short time before, one moonlight night, this 
chief asked permission to go outside the fort 
and take a bath, which was granted. From 
the top of the fort the captain watched him 
returning from his bath; he kneeled down 
on a little elevation, and, raising his hands 
towards heaven, prayed some time with 
great fervor. Is there not something touch- 
ing in the thought of this solitary prayer of 
the captain to the Great Spirit? 


Captain Pratt has for a long time held a 
weekly prayer-meeting, to which the In- 
dians have been invited, and they seem 
gladly to attend. We very gladly accepted 
an invitation to attend one which was to be 
held at seven o’clock the next evening. It 
was in a little vaulted room which was used 
as the old Spanish Chapel of the fort. There 
were traces still of the high altar and the 
places for holy water. It was roughly fit- 
ted up with board seats, and the whole of 
the Indians were there seated together. It 
was the last meeting in which they were to 
have their interpreter with them, as the 
Government has retrenched that expense in 
their keeping. Mr. Fox, who has from his 
youth resided among the Indians, and un- 
derstands their language and feelings and 
ways of acting perfectly, is very much be- 
loved by them, and on this account the 
parting meeting was somewhat exceptional 
im character, and of such interest that our 
account of it cannot be condensed into one 
article. 








LATHES 2or Kttncnmonee™ 


$9 to $100 each. 
Fleetwood, 


SCROLL SAWS Pisiz028 


arnes’, Dexter, Centennial, an 
Beach’s Parlor—70c. to $30 each. 
Sorrento Saws, Carv- 
ToolsandDesigns. 
0 L ateurs, Machin- 
ists, Carpenters, Cab- 
inet - Makers, and every depart- 


ment of Mechanical 
TOOL CHESTS “'si ts"ssponess.8 


Send for Catalogue, and state what kind of tools 
or machines you require. 


TALLMAN & MCF ADDEN, 


TOOL DEPOT, 
607 Market Street, Phi.adelphia, Pa. 





for 


PUBLICATIONS. 


INSURANCE. 





THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24mo Epition, 514x4 in. 








French Morocco, stiff covers $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_-.---.- 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__--------.---- 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers._.-... 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined--.. 5.00 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonparer 16mo Epition, 644x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__.-.-.-.------ 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers____--. 3.50 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 


Minion 8vo Eprtron, 734x544 in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers____---..--..- $4.60 
| Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers__--.-.. 5.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined-... 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra. 


= For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


1 
“r\° THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 








AGENTS WANTED. 





TEAS —The choicest 1n the world—Importers 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody—Trade cuntinval'y 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—bust in- 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular t 
ROBERT WELLS, 48 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box, 1287. 
to travel and sell to Dealers our 


ANTED MEN new unbreakable glasschimneys and 


lamp goods, NO PEDDLING. Salary liberal, busi- 
ness permanent. Hotel and traveling expenses paid. 
MONITOR LAMP ©) 984 Moin St. Conctnnati, OHTO. 





1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


434 WALNUT STREET. 





CASH CAPITAL, - . $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 

NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 

J. E, KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 

H, W. PITKIN. HENRY HAINES, 

J. S. HELFENSTEIN, WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 


B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 
W. C. HAMILTON, 
J.S. ELWELL, 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B, SHEPPARD, 
WM. A. LEVERING, 








FLOWERS. WK; 
WHITE WATER-LILY 


Nymphia Odorata. 


I will send roots bearing these beautiful and fra 
grant flowers to any address, post paid, with instruc- 
tions to grow them, for 25 vents each, or $2.50 a 
dozen. They can be grown in ponds or tubs. Address 
B. K. Langworthy, Rockville, Washington Co., R. I. 








NEW DEPARTURE. tie 
ww 75a month. Hotel and traveling ex wut, pei. 


S.A. ANT & OO., manufactuters of E} 
and PAPER, 2, 4,6, and 8 Home St., CINCINNATI, OH10, 


FREE] 2373 


AGENTS 
EASILY AVERAGE 
eg $70 PER WEFK. 


Address W. P. Ray 4; Chicago. 
the 


Wok DAYS oF Gop 


or 
Prof. HERBER' . MORKIS, A.M., D.D. 
The Grand History of the World before Adam Its da 
less origin, thrilling and mysterivus changes in becoming a 
fit baode for man. The beauties, wonders and realities of 
Plan as shown by Science, So plain, clear and easily under- 
stood that all read it with a, pent gs oo 
nd for Circular, Terms and Sample Illustrations. 
Send Midiress, J. ©. McOURDY & U0., Philadelphia. 





#1 samples for trial’ 








ACENTS WANTED. : 
oodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 

The Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL KXERCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 

100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 

Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 

Hundreds of graceful 
Movements. 

For home, office, schools, 
hospitals, 

Price List.-No.1, for Chil- 
drei 4to 6 years, 00. No. 
2, for Children 6 to 8. $1.10. 
No. 3, for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No.4, for Children 10 tol4, 
$1.30. No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and spwerat 
$1.40. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate strength, $1.50. 
No. 7, used by Ladies, Children or Gents, $2.00. No. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. Full set, Joni 
use. 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8’s, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8. ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 

Exclusive rights t’ sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments. Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever it is placed before the pub- 
tic and its merits fully understood. 

For [llustrated descriptive circulars, terms, &c., address, 


Goodyear Rubber Curler Cos, 


~ 0. Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, New Yorke 
RUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








ITO SELL 


HOW sewELry. 


The greatest mapufacturing firm of cheap jewelry in America desiring to intro- 
duce their new Illustrated Price List (ia book form), containing engravings of all 
‘rticles of jewelry made by them, stating wholesale prices and instructions HOW 
TO BECOME AGENTS, will send the PRICE LIST, together with A CASKET 
JF ee a twenty-four (24) articles of newest styles of Gold- 
plated Jewelry, elegant and salable, to any address 3 
‘EIPT OF ONE DOLLA t amar gaa 


R, to pay cost of postage and packing. Address, 
STEINAU JEWELRY CO., CINCINNATI, 0, 
UNITED STATES CorseET Co. 
Of New York. 

Y lnaead STANDARD CORSET of AMERICA 

tor Grace and Beauty of Form, and Perfect 
Elasticity and Comfort to the wearer. If your 
dealer does not keep them, send us with waist 
measure, 50 cenis fora Charm-—-65 cents for 
Beauty—is5 cents for A A—$i for Fifth 
Aventte—or 50 cents for Children’s 
Woven Waist, and we will send them 
post paid. Address P. O. Box 4928, New York. 











Dry. ROGERS’ In Powder. 


Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the past twenty-five years it has given 
universal satisfaction as a pleasant aperient. It isthe 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stomach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity, 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood and 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all crugaiate. 
Prepared by A, ROGERS & SONS, New York City. 











THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


BEAUTIFUL EVER- 


ROSES 


Strong Pot Plants, suitable for immediate flow- 
om. sent safely by mail, ay 5 splendid 
varieties, your choice, all labeled, for $15 1:2 for $23 
19 for $33 26 for $43 35 for $5. For 10centseach 
additional, one M ificent Premium Rose 
po ah? Bg ka ois ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose 
from over 300 finest sorts. We make Rosesa Great 
Specialty, and are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
ica. Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 
and Canada. THE DINGEE & CONARD CO, 
RosE-GROWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 
















CARDS. 





Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, 
post-paid. L.JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 





YOUR NAME neatly printed on 50 nice tinted 

4 cards for 15¢e. 50 Granite, 20c. 
30 Acquaintance, l5c. 25 Transparent, 20c, Elegant 
Card Cases, 10 and 15c. Standard Card Factory, 
Brockton, Mass. 





Fashionable Visiting Cards, 15 Va- 
reeties, in an elegant case, with your 
name handsomely printed in the 
latest style of type, for 25 cents. 
Agents outfit 20c, (Samples for stamp.) 
D. F. COOLEY, BROCKTON, MASS. 





CHURCH BELLS. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bellx of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings. for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks etc. FullyWarranted. 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 

Vanpuzen & Tiet, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
AG illustrated Cataloenes sent free, 


BARLOW'S FAMTL, 
INDIA0-BLUE 


“Donavan’s Original Tennessean’? Slave Cabin 
Singers are vouched for by Rev Dr Vincent. Liberal 
terms are offered to Churches and Societies Will be 
in Lehigh and Cumberland Valley, Pa, during April 
and May. Rev Rob’t Vigeon will be two weeks in 
advance to arrange for Concerts 


IF YOUR WASTE PIPES 
~ ARE! STOPPED, 


Instead of sending for a 
Plumber, 

Use one of our 
RUBBER 
ELASTIC FORCE CUPS. 

Sent by mail on receipt of 

price. 

50 Cents. 

D. HODGMAN & CO., 
Sole Manufacturers, 

27 Maiden Lane, 

NEW YORK. 
Send for description. 














o WASH 
5 BLUE 
). 8. WiitBEeRGFr, Propr., 


233 North Second &t.. Phila.. Pa 
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D. E SMALL, York, Pa. | 


PUBLICATIONS. 





JUST THE THING FOR 
Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers. 


—“—, The best anecdotes care- 
NOL D) 4 S fully cempiled under ap- 
300 


propriate headings, with 
ANECDOTES | 


} alp abetical index. Cloth, 
AND 






$1 00; paper, 50 cents. 
Send all orders to 
Eben Shute, 
i136 Bromfield Street, 
Boston. 


‘The Bible for Bible Teaches, 


ILLUSTRATIONS 





Go to your Bookseller and ask him for the “ BIBLE 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Spottis- 
woode’s imprint. They are furnished in three sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 UP to $8.00—all alike as to 
matter, the only difference being in size and style of 
tinding. There is no reason why any aT 

| school or Bible Teacher should any longer be with- 
| out the BEST 
| Ask fora Descriptive Circular If the books can- 
| not be supplied to you at home, drop re card to 
dort, YOUNG & CO, 
Cooper Union, New York 





THE ACADEMY. 


A Magazine for Youth, 


50 Cents per annum, including Postage. 


The Academy, a 24-page illustrated Magazine 
for family reading, is issued monthly by the West 
Penn Square Academy, Philadelphia. Office at 
West Penn Square Academy. Our professors. the 
leading clergy, prominent physicians, and scientific 
authorities, write for it. 


| INTERESTING STORIES FOR CHILDREN 
A SPECIAL FEATURE. 

Poetry, Editorials, Charades, and witty sayings in 
| every number, 

| Specimen copy sent free. 

| T. BRANTLY LANGTON, PRESTON FUGETT, 
| Publisher. oi 


itor. 
8. W. Cor. Broad and Market Streets, 


THE WATCHMAN. 


YOUNG MEN’S 
Christian Association Semi-Monthly. 
ENLARGED and IMPROVED. 


12 Pages—48 Columns—20,000 Copies 
Monthly. Only One Dollar a Year. 


24 NUMBERS. 


Each issue will contain one of Mr. Moody's Ser- 
mons and a Complete Summary of American News 
over the entire country. Articles written by the 
best Association men in the country,on the follow- 
ing topics: Bible Readings, how to prepare and give 
them; Gospel Meetings, and how to conduct them; 
Song Services, Cottage Prayer Meetings, Bible Classes, 
pa Air Meetings, Praise Meetings, Promise Meetings, 
Text Meetings, Consecration Meetings, Inquiry Meet- 
ings; Work among Railway Men, among the Ger- 
mans, among the Colored People in the South, in 
Institutions of learning: Work of the International 
Committee, of the different State Committees, and 
reports of their Conventions; Articles about Gyna- 
siums, Employment Bureaus, Lectures. Receptions, Ly- 
ceums, Libraries, Reading Rooms and contents; Arti- 
cles showing how to organize Associations. and 
develop the young men of this country in active 
Christian work ; How to increase the usefulness and 
efficiency of Associations; Articles showing their 
mistakes and how rectified. We wish to make it 
such a Paper that no Christian worker can afford to 
be without. 

N. B.—We will pay liberal Cash Commissions to 
all Canvassers getting up Clubs. Write for particu- 
lars. There are many persons out of employment, 
who can easily make money in soliciting for THE 
Watcuman. Sample copies sent free to any address. 

In sending money, remit by Post Office Order, 
Registered Letter, or Express to 

W. W. VANARSDALE, 
No. 150 Madison St., Chicago, Il, 


NewMausical Dramas. 


RUTH, THE GLEANER. 
By J, A, Butterfield. 


* An American Opera in 
5 acts, worthy the study 
of real artists, yet not be- 
yond the reach of capable 
amateurs, Particulars 








LAST WILL AND TESTA- 
MENT. 
By Karl Merz 
*A sparkling amateur 
operetta, for drawing or 
concert rooms. Full of 
wit and spirited music. 
Needs 





sent een ane COPY s) tame pM nog olny, 
in paper. < eee ee , 
a deat. $1.00, Circulars free, 


Palmer’s Theory of Music. 


A book for every teacher and student. A clear 
and Simple quide to musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. It covers the whole ground in a manner so 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
pupil. Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid. 
PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 


Mr. H. R. Palmer was the originator of the class 
of books of which this is the latest and. by all odds, 
the best, Over 200,000 copies of his ‘* SONG KING”’ 
were sold. ** SONG HERALD” will domore. It is an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes, 

Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. 

Specimen and full particulars of Church’s Musical 
Visitor, containing $2.00 worth of new music, reading 
matter, ete., will be sent free on receipt of postage. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 
$05 Broadway, New York. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 feet by 5 feet and 15 feet high, with 10 
Registers and 235 Pipes, including 
a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes. 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be furnished 
by us for $750, It is one of our new Series of 
Church Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearance and Perfectiun of Acit 


4@- DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second Hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 




















No, 75, Two Manuals, 32 Stops__...---.--.----_-$1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 84. One Manual, 8 Stops 400 
No. 85" One Manual, 8 Stops 500 
No. 87. Two Manuals, 15 Stops___-..--------___- 900 
No. 88. Three Manuals, 46 Stops 3,000 
Vo. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops 600 
EL. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Plymouth Church Organ, the 
powerful Centennial Organ, and of nearly a thousand 
others in every part of the country. 


AGREAT OFFER !!.% states 


dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS? at lower prices for cash or Installe 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR ) are 
the BEST MADE, 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
do $160 not usedayear. “2% Stop Organs 
$50, 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 8 Stops $75. 10 
Stops $88, 12 Stops 6100 cash, not used a year. 

in perfect order and warranted. LOCAL an 

TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discount/o Teachers, 
Ministers,Churches,etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. ¥- 





ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 








F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 
AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK 





NONE GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


light metalic seal, attached to the string, asin thecut. g 





Siena ks & wrag NR ig Rew on Se 
would say: 1s reir 9 ment nm 
equal. 2d. Their Sunday-school Henaetneet has th 
best and latest Books from all the Sunday-schoo 
publishers. Also, 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Book: 
sold only by subseription. Best book on Moody ana 
others. Send for particulars and catalogues. . 





Zuccato’s Patent Papyrograph. 


Over 1000 Autograph copies can be made from one Writing, 
Design, Engraving, Notice, Report, Review, Price List, Specifica- 
tion, Examination Paper, etc., by the use of an ordinary Copying 
Press. 

The process is so simple and plain that it may be worked 
peomnsteliy by any office boy, at the rate of from 300 to 500 
copies an hour and at a very small cost, 


BUSINESS MEN 







IN 
| ALL DEPARTMENTS 


| find it invaluable, and a ready means of ad- E =: 
vertising. Mince Sl 
CLERGYMEN oat 
AND 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
Are using it with great success in producing 
Orders of Raercints, Cheetl, Invitation Cards, 
Circular Letters, etc. We have hundreds of testimonials as to its economy and great practical use. 
J. V. Farwell & Co., of Chicago, IIl., say: “‘ We are now using four Class A sets of Zuccato’s Patent Papyro- 
graph for multiplying copies of letters in our handwriting to our customers. We find it simple and 
perfect in its operation, and that it comes fully up to what we were led to believe by the representa- 
tions of the agent.” 

A. S. Barnes & Co., of New York, say: “ We concur with the many favorable opinions as to the 
convenience and usefulness of your Papyrograph. We think it is all you have ever claimed for it, and 
we think there can hardly be a business where it will not become a necessity, when once it has been 
used.” 

Dr. J. H. Vincent writes us: ‘I do not hesitate to give an enthusiastic testimonial of the value of 
the Papyrograph. It is one of the greatest inventions of the age for Sunday-school superintendents, the 
Sunday-school teacher, the normal class, the pastor. I have used it for notices, outlines of lessons, 
circulars, cards, etc.. I write out what I want, pass the sheet over to my boy of thirteen, and in a short 
time he gives me as many copies as I call for. e likes the work, and the instrument is a great saving 
of strength and money. Every minister should own a machine. Every Sunday-school should invest 
in one.” 

Send for circular and catalogue of prices. 


THE PAPYROGRAPH CoO., 43 and 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 
W. H. LATHROP, Agent, 134 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Before purchasing Paints or Roofing, send for Samples and 
REDUCED Price-List of 


ES 


ERIALS 


ROOFING, with white Fire Proof Coating —The handsomest, coolest, most durable, and only reliable 


yWJOHNS, PATENT 













porta e Roofing made, Easily applied by any one. Costs only half as much as tin. . 
PAINTS.—Twelve newest shades, ready for use. Suitable for all purposes. Guaranteed in every 


respect equal to the best produced in this country, and more durable than any others for outside work. 
STEAM PIPE AND COVERINGS,—The most effective and economical appliances 
known. 
STEAM PACKING.—Self-lubricating, Indestructible. Loose and Round. All sizes, ASBESTOS 
eines, SD 
BOARD. 
ROOF PAINT.—FIRE-PROOF PAINTS, FIRE, ACID, AND WATERPROOF CEMENTS, FELTS, &c, 
EEE SET, 


for use, in neat and compact form, are suitable for all climates, 
iberal inducements to General Merchants, Dealers and Large 





All these materials are prepared read 
and can be easily applied by any one. 
Consumers. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES, ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES, PRICE LISTS, &c. 


H. W. JOHNS MANUFACTURING CO., 
87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 


="Also for sale by PHILADELPHIA BRANCH, 406 Arch St.; DOWNIE; 
TRAINER & CO. Boston; 8. W. HEMPSTED & CO., Columbus, O.; 
T.S & A.J. KIRKWOOD, Chicago; M. M. BUCK & CO.,S:. Louis; H. D. 
COLEMAN & BRO., New Orleans; THOMPSON & UPSON, San Fran- 


cisco. 
4ay~ CAUTION.—The public are cautioned sapien Loa neg 
similar purposes purporting tv contain ASBESTOS unless they 


or using any materials for the above or 
ar our name and dates of patents, 











__ THIS SET COMPLETE FERRE E Fy 
in Solid Black Walnut, Ash, or Hida t. 1 9 Dal 
Chestnut. —_.. be 
“A __ Elegant Polished Panels. Jie Kz 
Upholstered in Terry, $65, 
Plush, $75. .. » wee 
25 Patterns of Church Sets in Stock, $45 to $800. 


Medal awarded by the U. 8. Centennial Com- 
: Mission at Philadelphia. 
Photographs and Price Lists sent on application. * 


Paines Manufactory, 


1148 CAN SAY eTREFT, 
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SCATTENCOOD 


BISS 








B. N Snow peers 1 
Nor tay ==] TALL NOVO BOOKCASE 
The Tip Top Package is the la it and 4 
bent selling out. ADA SEE. a 
Pie Guden Pen Motor kis, For keeping books of reference, etc., within wo 
% » ceorze Diamoe nny Gold Stone ‘Sleeve Buttons, Gents reach of your chair. With shelves only, or wit 
i mma bene Seart Pin. Gsia-piated Weadh sine, ak wg po ger etc. Ready and made to 
\diex Fanev Set Pin & Drops.’ Goth inte Gattny Beniem Geant order, $15 to $45. Send for price list. 
old-plated Watch Chain and Set of Three Gold plated Studs, A. T. BISSEL & CO., 249S. Sixth St., Phila. 


»e entire Lot sent post Jor 
EXTRAORDINARY INDUCK- 











(ENTS TO 4GEN7S. J. BRID’ 
i Slinton Place, Roe Von 


25 


Exzeant Carns, 20 styles, with name, 10c. post- 
paid. GEO. I. REED & GO., Nassau, N. Y. 





~ 
a. 








R THE 
Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
Houses, Window Gardens 
scriptions manufactured 
IN GENERAL. 
$2.50, sent by express to 
Send stamp for Illus- 
29 FULTON ST., 


tic Vases, Rustic Set- 
Portable Flower Stands, 
and for sale. 

This Hanging Basket 
any part of the U.S., on 
trated Catalogue. 

New York Crry. 


“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORT D.” 
| S | 
RUSTIC WORK. 
tees, Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
Florist’s Supplies 
in three styles, $1, $1.50, 
receipt of price, 
Rustic Mfg. Co.. 








THE PERMANENT 


International Exhibition, 


MAIN BUILDING, 
CENTENNIAL GROUNDS, 


Will be open on and after May 10th, 1877, with a well- 
classified arrangement of exhibits, so displayed as 
to facilitate the advantageous inspection and study 
of them. 


Ores and Minerals, 
Glass and Ceramics, 
Artistic Furniture, 
Household Articles, 
Manufacturing Processes, 
And Chemical Products. 
Special collections of 
Educational Appliances, 
‘ Philosophical Apparatus, 
Engineering Models, 
And innumerable articles showing the 
Fine and Industrial Arts, 


Tue DeEcoRATIVE AND THE USEFUL. 


In a few words, Twenty Acres of selected natural 
or industrial products, representing the skillful 
achievements of mankind in 


All Parts of the World. 


A grand Music Sranp, occupying the north end of 
the main transept, has seats for a chorus of twenty- 
five hundred persons, and Organ or other 


Concerts 


Will be given AFTERNOONS 
Grand Diorama of 


Washington at Yorktown 
Is shown without extra charge, also a life-like tab- 
leau of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 


The Price of Admission is 25c. 


The visitor may, without extra charge, visit the 
Industrial Art Museum in Memorial Hall, Horticul- 
tural Hall, and the Botanical Garden, returning (with- 
out further payment) to the Permanent Exhibition. 


AnD Evenincs. The 


All desirable conveniences have been provided in 
the way of Waiting-rooms, Baggage-rooms. Lunch 
Counter, and Dining-Room in the Department of 
Public Comfort. 


The best place for Excursion Parties to be found 
in America. 


D. TORREY, 
General Agent. 





FINANCIAL. 


MONEY WANTED. 


10 Per Cent. Interest. 


Secured by improved farm and city property worth 
triple the loan at bed rock values, besides insurance 
on buildings. For particulars and references address 


H. B. SMITH, LACROSSE, WISCONSIN. 


PER CENT. NET. 


| Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 











years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 
J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
234 broadway, New York. 














